
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 8, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:37 P.M. at the Tarzana Community 

and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Max Flehinger, David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle and Leonard Shaffer 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Sandy Mittleman, Michael Povar, Stanton Saucier, Nancy Theroux, Terry 

Saucier, and Steve Webber. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Checking $2,524.24, Savings $6,725.09 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
365 family memberships 

 

TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 

Street parking restrictions: We have received letters of support from LAPD Captain Egan and Police 

Chief Beck supporting our request to change no parking hours at the south end of Greenbriar and to 

prohibit parking on Philiprimm just west of the post office. The issues were discussed with Councilman 

Blumenfield’s office. The letters will be forwarded to the Department of Transportation (LADOT) for 

action. 

Zine Funds carryover: The Bureau of Street Services (BSS) informed the Tarzana Neighborhood 

Council (TNC) that there is $3912.63 remaining in the fund.  TNC approved expenditure of the funds to 

complete the repair of Rosita, immediately east of Vanalden.  

Right turn, Reseda to Burbank:  A request has been made to the LADOT to mitigate the difficulty in 

making a right turn from north bound Reseda Boulevard to east bound Burbank, particularly during the 

morning rush hour.  UPDATE: The LADOT is considering several alternatives, including shortening 

the time for pedestrian crossing of Burbank.  

Oxnard/Etiwanda curb ramp: The TNC Board approved a request to the City to create a curb ramp on 

the “T” intersection at the north side of Oxnard at Etiwanda. 

Solar-powered STOP sign: The TNC Board approved expenditure of an amount not to exceed $4000 

for the purchase and installation of two solar powered STOP signs at a location in Tarzana to be 

determined. The Principal Engineer of the LADOT rejected the offer, stating that such signs, previously 

installed elsewhere, had been vandalized.  

101 Freeway sign lighting: The inspection of the 101 Freeway burned out lights and non-readable signs 

has not yet been done. 

Re-opening the Vanalden tunnel: A member of the Reseda Neighborhood Council Board requested 

that the Vanalden tunnel be re-opened.  The request was overwhelmingly rejected at a neighborhood 

meeting approximately 1- ½ years ago.  The TNC Transportation Committee suggested that another 

neighborhood meeting be held to reexamine the subject. 

 

LAND USE - Len Shaffer/David Garfinkle 

5401 Vanalden: An application has been submitted for a lot split on this through lot that extends from 

Vanalden to Beckford.  The lot, zoned RA, has an area of approximately 33,000 square feet.  The 



proposal is for a standard 17,500+ square foot lot fronting on Vanalden and a significantly undersized 

lot (approximately 13,000 square feet) fronting on Beckford.  The remaining approximately 2500 square 

feet would be dedicated for a second lane on Beckford and a slight widening of the Vanalden frontage of 

the property.  The tradeoff here is between a significantly undersized RA lot (fronting on Beckford) and 

the Beckford street improvement.   

18603 Topham: A Conditional Use Permit and Zone Variance was issued to the K-9 Only facility in 

2009.  One of the variances granted was a reduction in the required number of parking spaces, by 

requiring a number of indoor employee bicycle spaces.  There is some qiestion about whether the 

conditions on the approval, including the requirement for employee bicycle spaces, has been 

implemented. 

18840 Ventura Medical Building:  The 24,667 square foot commercial building has applied for a 

change of use for 6000 square feet on the second floor from general office use to medical office.  The 

building has previously been granted a change of use of 9000 square feet to medical office on the first 

floor; that space is now under renovation.  The current change of use request would require 79 parking 

spaces, 10 spaces more than the 69 currently available in the parking lot; two spaces could be met by 

bicycle parking, leaving a deficit of eight parking spaces.  At the ZA hearing, the representative stated 

that if the variance was not granted, the developer would need to tear down the existing building and 

construct a new 6-story building.  David Garfinkle indicated that there are a number of practical 

solutions, including reducing the requested change of use to 4,000 square feet to reduce the amount of 

parking required.   Also noted was the question of need for additional medical office space given 

existing vacancies in the area and the construction of the large medical building at the old Michael’s site. 

The ZA seemed sympathetic to the request and is due to rule on it in June.  UPDATE: TPOA has 

submitted a letter opposing the parking variance as it would be a significant impact on the availability of 

street parking in the vicinity.  

5135 Avenida Oriente. A Tract Map for six single family lots on the site was approved in 2008.  

Grading is currently underway.  In 2008 TPOA successfully appealed a Zoning Administrators decision 

on the property, reducing the number of single family lots permitted from seven to six.  ZA 

determinations were retained including conditions concerning grading, construction of retaining walls 

and walls between the tract map and adjoining properties.  An additional condition was that the front of 

the homes and front yards of the two proposed homes fronting on Avenida Oriente be oriented towards 

Avenida Oriente.  UPDATE: As of June 10, the foundation footings for the three southerly homes are in 

progress although no permit is noted on the Department of Building and Safety website. 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Annual Meeting: Town Hall Forum. The Annual TPOA Meeting and Town Hall Forum was held on 

May 20 at the Braemar Country Club.  Five Board members for a new two-year term: David Garfinkle, 

Max Flehinger, Terry Saucier, Stanton Saucier, and Leonard Shaffer.   The subject for the Forum was 

“Transportation Vision for the Valley”.  Councilman Bob Blumenfield led off the Forum with an update 

of items of interest to our members and his transportation vision.  The panel included Denny Zane, 

Executive Director of MoveLA, who gave a transportation overview; Hilary Norton, Executive Director 

of FAST, who addressed “Grand Boulevards”; Sara Mitchell of VICA/Valley on Track who provided an 

overview of light rail possibilities; and Bart Reed, Executive Director of the Transit Coalition, who 

discussed public transit needs in the Valley.  Noted was the possibility of a tax measure on the 2016 

ballot to fund the needed transportation upgrades.  One further note was the lower than usual attendance; 

approximately 75 people attended instead of the 200+ who usually attend our Annual TPOA Meeting 

and Town Hall Forums. 

Helicopter Noise Update: The FAA has issued a contract to establish an improved helicopter noise 

complaint system.  David Garfinkle is on the committee to review the data results and investigate these 

reports. There are three ways the public can report loud helicopter noise 1) call in to 424-348-4354 and 



respond to the question form, 2) log on and use the website reporting format at http://heli-noise-la.com, 

3) go onto the http://heli-noise-la.com  website at least 20 minutes after the flight where you can track 

and identify the specific helicopter and report the violation.  Over 6000 complaints were registered in 

April, the first month of operation of the system. 

Newsletter: It is time to prepare the summer 2015 TPOA Newsletter.  UPDATE:  The Newsletter was 

delivered to the membership on approximately July1.  It contained articles by Terry Saucier on the very 

successful Earthday celebration on May 18 at the Tarzana Park; a land use summary by Dave Garfinkle;  

transportation related articles by Bart Reed, Executive Director of the Transportation Coalition and 

Hilary Norton, Executive Director of FAST; and helicopter noise by Bob Anderson and Dave Garfinkle.  

Also noted was the need to recruit additional TPOA members and the availability of Board positions for 

qualified TPOA members. 

Welcome to Tarzana Sign: The “Welcome to Tarzana” sign, on the south side of Ventura just west of 

Lindley, was vandalized some time ago.  The TNC, in coordination with TPOA, the Chamber of 

Commerce, and the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center are in the process of replacing the sign.  

UPDATE: The new sign is currently in place. 

Summer Recess: Note that per our normal schedule, there will be no TPOA Board meetings in July or 

August.  Our next meeting will be in September.   

 

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM 

 


