
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

December 14, 2015 

 

Draft Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:35 p.m. at the Tarzana 

Community and Cultural Center. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Michael Povar, Len Shaffer, Terry 

Saucier 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Max Flehinger, Sandy Middleton, Stanton Saucier, David Springer, 

Nancy Theroux 

 

WELCOME OF GUESTS 

Rosalba Gonzalez – Representative for Senator Fran Pavley. Senator Pavley is working with 

many experts and the gas company to solve and shut down the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch gas 

leak. Major focus is to plug it up as safely as possible. Danger is that the gas is very flammable. 

100,000 pounds of methane is being leaked per hour. Investigations are in progress.  

On another note – the 101 freeway is still being repaved; next October it should be completed 

from Las Virgenes to the 134 split.   

 

NOVEMBER DRAFT MINUTES 

The Draft Minutes of the November TPOA Board meeting were approved by the Board. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Checking $1614.24, Savings $6,726.28 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

315 Family memberships 

 

TRANSPORTATION REPORT  

Intersection obstructions: Trees and shrubs are obstructing visibility at a number of 

intersections. The stop sign at 5407 Wilbur (corner of Linnet) is a particularly dangerous corner 

as the visibility of the stop signs is obscured by shrubbery. A list has been compiled and reported 

to Street Services.  

Truck Parking on Philiprimm: Trucks parking on Philliprim between Wilbur and the Post 

Office are a significant hazard as they narrow the heavily travelled street.  A request was sent to 

Councilman Blumenfield to have a sign posted forbidding overnight truck parking.   

 

PLANNING & LAND USE/TNC – Len Shaffer/Dave Garfinkle 

Sign Ordinance Revision: The Sign Ordinance, in place for over six years, is currently under 

consideration for revision.  Version A would allow digital signs in every commercial area 

citywide, and would allow amnesty for the approximately 1,000 billboards that were erected 

without a permit or have violated the provisions of the permit. Version B includes minor 



revisions to the current ordinance.  TPOA has taken a position in support of Version B.  David 

Garfinkle and Dennis Hathaway (President of the Coalition to Ban Billboard Blight) met with 

Councilman Blumenfield to discuss the issue on December 3.  He indicated that he is 

sympathetic with our position but could not commit to supporting it at this time. UPDATE: The 

City Planning Commission voted to approve Version B+ which contains a number of 

objectionable provisions including allowing off-site signs in residential areas.   

18751 Ventura: An application has been filed to convert 2378 square feet of the building from 

general office use to medical office space.  There does not appear to be a problem with sufficient 

parking or other considerations.  The Board voted to support the change of use. 

Mansionization Ordinance Revisions: The Planning Department has drafted a proposed 

revision to the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance and the Baseline Hillside Ordinance.  The 

new ordinance would incorporate the items mentioned in Councilman Koretz’s 2014 motion 

including elimination of the “Green” and articulation bonuses, and elimination of the attached 

garage exemption.  In addition the proposed ordinance would revise the proportional story 

bonus, reducing the permitted floor area of upper stories from 75% of the base floor to 60%.  It 

also would eliminate the covered patio/porchway exemptions, replacing it with an unlimited area 

for the porchways, breezeways, and patios that have only lattice roofing.  The Board voted to 

support the proposed ordinance with the following revisions: require a public hearing and a 

variance or similar process for granting the proportional stories bonus or the 10% Zoning 

Administrator bonus. Bonuses are now granted behind closed doors, with no public input. 

Additionally, the motion proposes limiting the exception for lattice covered patios, breezeways, 

and porches to 250 square feet.   UPDATE: David Garfinkle presented the Board position at a 

public hearing by the Planning Department on December 16.   

18731-57 Topham:  The three RA-1 zoned properties have been used for landscaping and 

sprinkler companies and for outdoor storage with some uses dating back to the 1940’s. They 

recently applied for 10-year extensions on their zone variance permits.  The properties are 

screened from the street and have been good neighbors. The Tarzana Neighborhood Council 

Board voted unanimously to support the 10- year zone variance. 

19335-47 Ventura:  The developer is proposing to demolish the existing motel and restaurant 

and construct a 2-story office building and restaurant.  The 23,900 square feet development 

would include extensive remodeling of the existing two story office building at 19347 Ventura 

and incorporation of the restaurant into the new structure.  The plan calls for two levels of 

underground parking. The only variance needed is an increase in height from the permitted 33 

feet to 36 feet in order to keep the roof level as the property slopes down towards the east.  The 

developer has not yet filed a zone variance application.  The Board voted to send a letter of 

support after the formal application is filed.  UPDATE: The formal application has been filed 

and a TPOA letter of support will be submitted. 

Sherman Oaks Center for Enriched Studies: A $100 million reconstruction is in the planning 

stages for the school located at 18605 Erwin Street.  David Garfinkle is on the Project Advisory 

Committee. The entire planning, hearings, and construction process is estimated to take four to 

six years, with groundbreaking projected to start in 2019 and taking approximately 18 months.   

Concerns have been raised concerning the noise and traffic impacts on the residential 

neighborhood south and west of the school.  A further concern was that, after the extensive and 

expensive reconstruction program, the school could become a charter school. 

  

DISCUSSION   



Helicopter Noise Update:  Four petitions have been submitted to the FAA.  The first would 

require helicopters to fly at least 2000 feet above the ground unless restricted by weather or 

airport approach and takeoff requirements. Active police, fire, and medical emergency fights 

would be exempted.  The other petitions would require pooling of news helicopter coverage, 

limit the time a helicopter can hover over an area, and define an off-shore route along the 

coastline.  The complaint committee, consisting of representatives of the Los Angeles Area 

Helicopter Noise Coalition and industry, continues to meet to attempt to alleviate noise “hot 

spots” and identify flagrant violators.  

Website Update: The TPOA website, tarzanapropertyowners.org, is in the process of being 

updated.  

  

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 


