TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

October 10, 2011

 MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 6:30 pm at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Max Flehinger, Matt Mealey, Michael Povar, Steve Webber, Sandy Mittleman, Lisa Cerda, Laura McNamara, Terry and Stan Saucier, Len Shaffer, Nancy Theroux

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

GUESTS: Jason Levin, Field Deputy for State Senator Fran Pavley
INSTALLATION OF BOARD – Jason Levin, Field Deputy for State Senator Fran Pavley, performed the installation of the Board and Officers.  Officers are David Garfinkle, president; Leonard Shaffer, vice president; Nancy Theroux, treasurer, and Laura McNamara, secretary.  A pot luck dinner for the Board and guests, orchestrated by Matt Mealey, followed the installation.  After the installation of the Board, the regular business meeting commenced at 8:00 pm.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux: Checking $4764.86, Saving $7568.34.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle

Total family memberships: 402, including one new member.
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 
Ventura Blvd. resurfacing: Ventura Blvd., between Reseda and Wilbur,

 is scheduled for resurfacing in November 
Mobile Advertising:  Governor Brown has signed the bill sponsored by Assemblyman Blumenfield to allow cities to outlaw mobile advertising from city streets.  The bill includes towed trailers and any signs attached to vehicles.  Not included are advertising painted on vehicles or mounted no more than one inch from the vehicle surface.
BUILDING & SAFETY – Steve Webber
Code Enforcement: Due to the severe budget cuts and early retirements this year, the Code Enforcement Bureau is focusing only on gross violations, particularly those that occur in geographic clusters.

Mehrdad’s Restaurant, 19563 Ventura.  The restaurant has an illegal digital sign which was reported to Building and Safety on September 15, 2011.  Complaints have also been received concerning excessive late hour noise and activity.  Building and Safety indicates the matter is under investigation. 
Overheight Fences and Walls: There is a recurring problem with overheight gates, fences, walls, and hedges, particularly on the front of residential properties.  Violations at the homes at 5352 Tampa, 5321 Yolanda, 5401 Yolanda, 5354 Amigo, and 5221 Mecca have been reported to Building and Safety.
5461 Tampa:  Excessive junk, visible from the street, is being stored on the property, which functions as a contractor’s storage yard.  The situation was reported to Building and Safety on September 15; an order to comply by 11/19/2011 was issued.  
New Construction vs. Remodeling:  Contractors are continually demolishing existing properties and building new homes under the guise of remodeling of the existing residences.  The Municipal Code appears to be clear that at least 50% of the existing structure and 50% of the roof must be retained to qualify as “remodeling” and to retain features, such as setback and side yards, that were legal when the structure was built but would now be non-conforming.  Building and Safety appears to allow the structure to be classified as a remodel as long as any portion of any wall remains during the initial construction, even if that remnant is subsequently demolished.  David has asked for clarification and justification from Frank Bush and Grace Harper of the Code Enforcement Bureau.
LAND USE – Len Shaffer

Village Walk: There have been a number of reports of vehicles pumping into the lane divider at the entrance to the underground parking lot.

Ventura Between Nestle and Garden Grove:  An application was submitted some time ago and recently modified to convert the two single family homes on the south side of Ventura to a medical office building.  The configuration of the parcel and the parking requirements pose significant problems.  At a recent hearing, the Zoning Administrator indicated that he was unable to make the required findings to allow the zone modification, but invited the applicant to provide additional information
Medical Building at the Southwest Corner of Clark and Etiwanda: A new medical office building is planned for the site as an adjunct to the Tarzana Providence Hospital.  A zone change and minor height and parking deviations are required from the Ventura/ Cahuenga Specific Plan.  The TNC voted to support this needed addition with conditions including widening of Etiwanda adjacent to the site and limitations to construction activity on Clark.
18331 Topham: The owner of the 12 bedroom home located at this site has been operating the facility as a 6 person Alzheimers care facility.  He wants a variance to allow up to 15 patients in the facility, a reduction from the 24 patients he was originally applying for.  Discussions with the Tarzana Neighborhood Council Land Use Committee resulted in the reduction in the proposed maximum number of occupants and acceptance of a number of other conditions.  The application will be heard shortly by a Zoning Administer.  UPDATE: TPOA supported the revised application before Zoning Administrator Nicholas Brown.
Mecca Park: A subcommittee of the TNC worked with the Department of Parks and Recreation to plan the pocket park at the triangular intersection of Mecca and Reseda, just south of Ventura.  Construction and landscaping is nearing completion and a dedication ceremony will be held in the near term.  Still to be accomplished is replanting of some of the trees and a lowering of the height of the sign.  UPDATE: Councilman Zine officiated at the dedication ceremony on October 24.
OUTREACH – Sandy Mittleman

Most Tarzana residents continue to be unaware of TPOA and the work we do.  We are often confused with the Neighborhood Council.  Sandy and Laura are identifying places in the community to set up membership information.  David is working on a program to sponsor events in individual neighborhoods to acquaint the residents with our organization.  The first event will be a block party on September 23 in Melody Acres, the rural enclave between Tampa and Corbin, Topham and the freeway.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – David Garfinkle

Len Shaffer appointment to the BONC:  Len Shaffer was appointed to the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners by Mayor Villaraigosa.  The BONC oversees the activities of the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment, the City Department responsible for oversight of the neighborhood councils.  City Council confirmation is expected shortly.
Redistricting of Supervisorial Districts: Unlike the redistricting for the US Congress and the California Senate and Assembly districts, the county of Los Angeles supervisor redistricting remains in the hands of the current supervisors.  Three plans were proposed, two of which would have caused massive population shifts and result in the Valley being divided between three supervisors.  The third was a minor shift in boundaries to accommodate population changes.  At least 500 residents attended each of two supervisor meetings.  The overwhelming majority favored the minor change which was the one adopted.

Sign Ordinance Update: The Planning Department and the City Planning Commission have coordinated on a proposed ordinance that has some flaws but is generally a reasonable balance between the sign industry and the desire of citizens to limit signage blight.  A hearing before the City Council PLUM Committee is scheduled for October 18.  It is expected that there will be significant revisions presented at the hearing.  UPDATE: The sign industry managed to totally emasculate the prior ordinance; suggestions by PLUM chairman Reyes did further damage.  Additional hearings are expected over the next few months, hopefully resulting in a viable ordinance in the not-to-distant future.
Modified Parking Requirements District Update: The City Council passed this unfortunate ordinance which has the potential to create parking chaos in those sections of the City which form a district.

Community Care Facilities and Administrative Citation Enforcement Ordinances: Both of these critically needed proposed ordinances are stuck in the black holes of their respective City Committees.  Hopefully, they will each see the light of day for public comments before the City Council in the near future.

ADJOURNMENT  - The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.
