TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

May 9, 2011
MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:35 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Steve Webber, Len Shaffer, Laura McNamara, Stan Saucier, Matt Mealey, Michael Povar
MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa Cerda, Max Flehinger, Sandra Mittleman, Nancy Theroux, Terry Saucier

GUESTS:  Bill Larson, LA City Attorney’s Office, Safe Neighborhoods Division/Nuisance Abatement;    TPOA member Shel Mittleman

Bill Larson’s Report:
Community Care: Community Care is a citywide problem, although most cases are in the Valley, primarily in the West Valley.  One of the many unlicensed “group home” with many residents in Tarzana is in the 18500 block of Linnet.   Tomorrow, the City Attorney office will visit a facility in Porter Ranch where 100 people are living in a large single family home.  Owners are currently getting $500 - $1500/resident in some of these facilities.  Building & Safety traditionally will not pursue these cases.  A State license is needed only if there is treatment provided on site.  The proposed Community Care facility ordinance is the most important ordinance currently being considered by the City Attorney’s office and the City Council.  Changes in definition(s) and other provisions to a prior version of the draft ordinance makes it must easier to remedy bad situations and enforce the prohibition of boarding houses in single family residences.   Mr. Larson speculated that the proposed ordinance has an 8-7 vote in the Council at present.  Councilwoman Perry appears to be the most opposed to the proposed ordinance; Councilman Smith, is most supportive.  UPDATE: On June 1 the City Council voted 12 to 1 (two absences) to support the proposed ordinance.  It will now go back to the City Attorney’s office for final ordinance language.
Serial Robber: A convicted serial robber, previously living in an apartment condo on Nestle, who had been a resident/client of the Tarzana Treatment Center, is now in jail again.  He was evicted from his apartment under Municipal Code Sec. 47.50 and the California Health and Safety Code Section, which allows the City to evict tenant even if the owner won’t.
Prostitution+ in motels/hotels: Several local motels have been the scene of prostitution and drug dealing.  Among them are Movieland, the Extended Stay and Comfort Inn motels on Ventura in Woodland Hills, St. George in Tarzana,  the Japanese motel in Encino. 

BUILDING AND SAFETY – Steve Webber
19348 Santa Rita.  The Property Activity Report shows that the case is closed.  The owner constructed a covered bar and patio area attached to an enclosure for the pool equip.

5706 Calvin.  Multiple dwelling units and a large mobile home are on the acre lot.  In addition, large mounds of trash and debris are in the front yard.  The Property Activity Report shows no activity.  
5428 Tampa.  The Property Activity Report indicates that there is no violation.  The construction in the front yard at ground level appeared possibly to be a fish pond/stream.
PLANNING AND LAND USE – Len Shaffer
Michael’s site.  The hearing before the Zoning Administrator was postponed until June.  The developer has yet to submit information to the Tarzana Neighborhood Council on possible changes worked out with adjoining commercial property owners.
Tarzana Drive parcel map.  The TNC supported the subdivision of the old Burroughs Estate into four single lots.  As the slope is above 15 percent, the lots are rerquired to be at least one acre is size.  Three of the lots are one acre, the fourth is about ¾ of an acre.  The details of the split were coordinated with neighbors.
Medical facility at 18200 Ventura: The TNC supported the application for a small medical facility housing a cardiac surgeon’s office.  The existing home on the eastern side to be expanded for the facility and the home on the western portion is to be demolished for parking.  The hours of operation proposed are 7 am to 6 pm on weekdays and 7 am to 2 pm on Sunday.  The office will be closed on Saturdays. 
Whole Foods: Whole Foods will be filing for an exception from the sign regulations of the Ventura/Cahuenga Blvd. Corridor Specific Plan.  The plan only allows one sign per facility.  The TNC supported the application given the 300 foot length of the building on Ventura.
Coptic Church at 5953 Lindley: The Coptic Church will be filing application for rebuilding and expansion.  The existing conditional use requirements and type of application required is being explored, including whether a plan approval for the modification, including an overheight dome and cross, or a conditional use permit is required.  If a plan approval if required, a public notice and hearing may be required.
TNC – Len Shaffer
Bike Parking Ordinance:  The ordinance to require both long-term and short-term parking for bicycles passed the City Planning Commission and will be heard by the PLUM Committee in late June or early July.  

Hatteras and Tampa:  An application for a zone change from RA to R1 is anticipated for the property at the northwest corner of Hatteras and Tampa.  The owner of the 18,000 square foot property may want to split the RA lot into 2 or 3 R1 lots.  

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – David Garfinkle

Mansionization Ordinances Update:  Today, May 9, the Baseline Hillside Ordinance (BHO) becomes effective.  This is the third of three ordinances (along with the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO) and the rationalization of the boundary between the hillside and the flatlands) designed to protect the character of our neighborhoods from invasive oversized homes.  The BHO adds restrictions to the permitted size of the structures based on the slope to the BMO restrictions based on lot size and zone.
ACE: Administrative Citation Enforcement Program:  The City Attorney’s Office is drafting a proposal to allow a simple administrative citation, similar to a traffic ticket, to be issued for code violations.  The current process for code violations is extremely cumbersome, resulting in extensive lack of enforcement, clogging of the court system,  and dismissal at the court level for all but the most egregious violations.  The proposed system would allow trained inspectors of the various City departments to issue the citations and would provide mechanisms for timely adjudication of cited violations.  The proposed ordinance, approved by the City Council Budget and Finance Committee, is in the process of finalization by the City Attorney’s office before going to the full City Council.  The proposed ordinance contains provisions for a pilot program by the Police Department, the Housing Department, and the organization responsible for code enforcement in the USC area.

Modified Parking Requirements Program: The Planning Department has proposed an ordinance to significantly modify parking requirements in all zones throughout the City.  The proposal would allow establishment of parking districts in which, once the district is established, a set of seven tools would replace current parking restrictions.  Among the provisions would be the right of an establishment to retain current the current parking ratio if the use changes.  Under current regulations, the parking required for a new use must conform to the code requirements for that specific use.  As an example, if a 5000 square foot commercial facility (current requirement: 10 spaces) were converted into a restaurant (current requirement: 50 spaces) the additional 40 parking spaces would simply need to be absorbed by adjacent properties, including nearby residential areas.  While there are circumstances where this would be permissible for a single property, the ordinance would allow this provision by-right for all properties within the district with no public notice or hearing.  The City Planning Commission has held two hearings on the proposed ordinance and has postponed further hearings until late June or early July.  The TPOA Board voted unanimously to oppose the proposed ordinance.
Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum: This year’s forum will be held June 1 at Braemar Country Club.  The topic will be “Public Service in Lean Times”.  Panel members will include moderator Ron Kaye, former editor of he LA Daily News, our Councilman Dennis P. Zine, Special Assistant City Attorney Jane Usher, Controller Wendy Greuel, and County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.  UPDATE: The extremely interesting forum provided insights into some problems facing local government and some of the solutions underway.
Website: The TPOA website, tarzanapropertyowners.org, has been updated.  Additional updates will continue.

Spring 2011 Newsletter: The newsletter, providing extended coverage of some of the topics discussed, was mailed early in May.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm

