TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 14, 2011

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:33 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Boulevard, Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Lisa Cerda, David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Laura McNamara, Michael Povar, Terry and Stan Saucier, Len Shaffer, Steve Webber
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Max Flehinger, Matt Mealey, Sandy Mittleman, Nancy Theroux

GUESTS:  Octaviano Rios, Field Deputy for Councilman Zine; new TPOA Members Yvonne Cooper and Alisa Kinori

COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT – Octaviano Rios, Field Deputy
Budget – Councilman Zine has taken several actions to address City financial challenges.  In his office, he has instituted staff furlough days and a 10% staff pay cut.  He annually donates $25,000 to District causes.  In City Council, among the motions he has introduced are: asking City departments to reduce their cell phone usage and to limit staff travel, such as for conferences to other cities, and finally asking for review of the salaries of department General Managers and assistant general managers.  
Officer Wounding Hoax – In January, Councilman Zine introduced a motion requesting that the City recoup the public resources expended in response to the hoax of an LAUSD officer shot by another person.  The officer actually shot himself.  The Chief of Police estimates the cost to be around $450k, including the cost of 350 public safety personnel deployed.  
Beautification Projects – Councilman Zine appropriated funds for removal of dead trees and tree stumps along Ventura, in partnership with the Tarzana NC’s tree planting project.  Mecca Park improvements are underway.  A tree planting event on Ventura in Woodland Hills will be held on Saturday, March 19 at 8:00 AM, meeting on the northeast corner of Ventura and Topanga.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle

Total family memberships: 432, including new members.
Dues notices to be mailed by end of March.  
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger

Max was unable to attend and Dave presented his report.  
Northbound Vanalden/Ventura – DOT indicated that the timing of traffic signal for northbound traffic at Ventura and Vanalden was acceptable and that no changes were contemplated.  
Ellenita/Rosita – Painting of a yellow center line divider on Ellenita/Rosita is on the DOT to-do list.  Given the state of the budget, it is difficult to estimate when the work will be done.
BUILDING & SAFETY – Steve Webber
19348 Santa Rita – Previously reported violations remain under investigation.  Construction of an unpermitted structure in the interior yard area has also been reported.

5412 Geyser – Over-in-height hedge in the front yard been trimmed to 42” in height, the maximum height permitted.  

5420 Tampa – Extensive ground-level construction, perhaps a fish pond and stream, is on-going.  Code permits pools up to 18” deep in the required front yard.
5706 Calvin. – The property was cited in January for multiple violations including a not permitted mobile home.  A hearing is scheduled March 16.  No activity has been recorded on Property Activity Reports.
WEBSITE – Michael Povar

Michael offered to add photos and links to TPOA website from features on Tarzana on YouTube.  Michael and Dave will update the website.
PLANNING & LAND USE – Len Shaffer
Cellular Facility at Reseda/Victory – A Zoning Administrator hearing on the application for installation of a cellular facility at 6360 Reseda is scheduled for March 15.  Guest member Yvonne Cooper spoke about her concerns, including EMF, the proliferation of cell towers in the area, and possible alternative locations.  Len described the proposal as presented before the TNC.  The original application was modified, with the location of the tower moved from the southern portion of the property to the eastern and with the tower disguised as a mono cypress and flanked by two live cypress trees on either side to better camouflage the faux mono cypress.  The TNC supported the application, with conditions. 

Sale of Alcohol at Walgreen’s – The TNC supported the application for the 

off-site sale of alcoholic beverages at the Walgreen’s located at 18568 Ventura.  .
Michael’s Site – At the recent hearing on the proposed redevelopment on the Michael’s site on Ventura, the Hearing Examiner concluded that he could not make the required findings to approve the project as proposed and he could either deny the proposal or continue the matter until the proposal would be better integrated with neighboring commercial properties and be more in compliance with zoning and Specific Plan regulations.  The matter was postponed.  TNC supported the concept of medical offices but not the project as proposed.
Sale of Alcohol at Hummus Bar and Grill – The Zoning Administrator approved the application for on-site sale of alcoholic beverages at the Hummus Bar and Grill, 18751 Ventura.  Conditions of approval include the sale of alcoholic beverages to be served only with meals and with no alcohol service in the outdoor patio area.
TNC – Len Shaffer

A Senior Seminar at ONEGeneration is scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2011.  
A sustainability event seminar is scheduled for Saturday May 21, 2011.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – David Garfinkle

Mansionization Update:  The Baseline Hillside Ordinance was passed by the City Council.  This is the final phase of City efforts to limit extremely oversized homes that detract from the character of our neighborhoods and invade the privacy of neighbors.  UPDATE: The Mayor has signed the ordinance which will go into effect May 9.
Parking Modifications Ordinance –The Planning Department has released a proposed ordinance which would significantly weaken the current parking regulations.  The proposed ordinance is still in the planning stages.
Town Hall Forum. –  The Board agreed to hold the next Annual Town Hall Forum in May at the Braemar Country Club.  A possible topic for the panel is “public service in lean times”.  City Controller Wendy Greuel and State Assemblymember Bob Blumenfield have both contacted us and indicated they would like to participate in our next forum  Other possible invitees include State Senator Fran Pavley, Councilman, Dennis P. Zine, and Los Angeles County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky. 
Hillside Federation.  TPOA has been a long-time member and has had a representative on the board for many years.  The Board voted to continue our membership.  

Woodland Hills-Tarzana Chamber of Commerce.  TPOA has been a member for many years.  The Board discussed the merits of continuing our membership and voted to do so. 
OPEN AGENDA
Snoopy Bridge  on Wilbur – Michael Povar reported that he is working on a proposal for improvements to the artwork on the bridge.  Octaviano Rios will identify responsible City agency and personnel.

Friends of the Los Angeles River (FOLAR) – Laura McNamara announced that FOLAR is sponsoring a cleanup event on April 30, 2011.  The nearest event location for Tarzana is in the Sepulveda Basin.  Information on the event is available on www.folar.com.
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM.
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