TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

April 11, 2011
MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:35 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Steve Webber, Len Shaffer,  Laura McNamara, Stan Saucier, Lisa Cerda, Matt Mealey, Sandy Mittleman,  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Max Flehinger, Michael Povar, Nancy Theroux
GUESTS:  Survey LA speakers Elreen Bower and Carolyn Perry; TPOA members Robin Jaffe, and Mark and Sue Ratkovic
SURVEY LA – A project of the City Office of Historic Preservation is creating an updated register of all locations and/or buildings of historic interest in Los Angeles.  The public is encouraged to send suggestions to www.Surveyla.org.
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT – Octaviano Rios, Field Representative: 
· Councilmember Zine introduced a motion in the City Council regarding purported uncollected tax revenues due the city by parking operators on city owned lots.  
· Collection event for used oil and electronic waste will be held Saturday 4/16/2011.  
· The conceptual site plan for Mecca Park was presented.  
· Councilmember Zine is now on the Audits and Government Efficiency Committee, in preparation for candidacy for City Controller position.  
· The new Chief of Staff for Councilman Zine is Jimmy Blackman; Adrian Garcia is the Deputy Chief of Staff..  Jennifer Riviera is the liaison to the district office for information on motions and legislation.  
TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux
Checking:  $711.48

Savings:   $8067.70

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle 
Total family memberships: 435 members, including 12 new members

BUILDING AND SAFETY – Steve Webber 
5428 Tampa – A fish pond or fountain in front yard was reported.  The depth of the pool may be a safety hazard.  It will be 3-4 weeks before a Building and Safety inspector can investigate the situation.
19348 Santa Rita – An Order to Comply to remove unapproved construction by 4/21/11 was issued by Building and Safety.

5706 Calvin – An Order to Comply was issued by Building and safety by 3/19/2011 for several code infractions including an unpermitted mobile home, illegal storage of commercial vehicles, an unpermitted 50’ x 30’ work shed, and garbage, debris, and trash out front.
Code Violation Ordinance –A new ordinance recently went into effect which allows Building and Safety to impose a $336 inspection fee once a reported code violation has been conformed.
LAND USE – Len Shaffer
Michael’s Site – A building of medical offices has been proposed for the  former Michael’s site:.  The developer and adjoining property owners are discussing changes to the project design and vehicular access which would be agreeable to all parties.  
18200 Ventura Blvd. – A new medical building has been proposed for this site on the south side of Ventura Boulevard at Nestle.  The two existing single family homes on the site will be demolished .
Walgreens –  The Walgreen’s located at 18568 Ventura was approved for off-site liquor sales.  
18719 Calvert Street  –  No determination has yet been issued by the Zoning Administrator on the proposed eldercare facility at Calvert and Yolanda.  
Etiwanda Street Vacation  –  An application for vacation of the portion of Etiwanda south of Burbank is still under consideration.  
Child Care Facility at Hatteras and Yolanda –  A conditional use permit for the continued operation of a child care facility at the corner of Hatteras and Yolanda was presented before the TNC Land Use Committee and was continued.  
Mecca Park –  The design for Mecca Park has been approved by the Department of Recreation and Parks.  Construction is scheduled to be completed by end of year.  
Cell Tower – The application for a proposed cell tower at Reseda and Victory was conditionally supported by the Tarzana Neighborhood Council on the condition that all existing violations on the property be corrected.   
TNC – Len Shaffer

Upcoming Events –  Three events sponsored by the Tarzana Neighborhood Council will take place in May.  The first is the Senior Symposium on May 14, from 9:00 am to 4 pm with registration at 8:30.  The event is at ONEGeneration, 18255 Victory Blvd.  The second is a Community Tree Planting, also on May 14, from 8:00 am.  Trees will be planting on the north side of Ventura between Reseda and Lindley and on east side of Reseda between Ventura and Burbank.  The third is the Green Living Workshop 101 on Saturday, May 21 from  9am-to noon at Providence Tarzana Medical Center Women’s Pavilion, 18321 Clark St.

PALS Computer –  TNC provided funding for a new computer for PALs.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS –David Garfinkle
Town Hall Forum –  With the time approaching for the Annual TPOA Meeting and Town Hall Forum, the Board agreed to invite elected City, County, and State officials to discuss how government would function in a constrained budget environment.  A May meeting at Braemar Country Club was the preferred venue.  UPDATE: The Town Hall Forum will be held June 1 at Braemar.  Panel members are Councilman Zine, Controller Wendy Greuel, Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, and Special Assistant City Attorney Jane Usher.  Former Daily News editor Ron Kaye will moderate.
Mansionization Ordinances Update –  On May 9 the last of the three ordinances to limit oversize houses, the Baseline Hillside Ordinance, goes into effect.  
Group Care Facilities Update –  The City Planning Commission recently passed the proposed Group Care Facilities Ordinance.  The proposed ordinance would limit group care facilities such as sober living homes and commercial boarding houses in single family residential areas.  It would set standards for maximum number of residents in a room, require a single lease for residents, and set parking standards.  The proposed ordinance will next be considered by the City Council Planning and Land Use Committee.  

ACE: Administrative Citation Enforcement Program –  The City Attorney’s office is proposing a program to simplify the issuance and enforcement of citations for violations of City Code, including provisions of the Planning, Building and Safety, Animal Services, and Police Departments.   The proposed program would allow department inspectors to issue a citation similar to a traffic ticket to code violators.  The enforcement process would be much simplified.  Enforcement of current provisions are complex and essentially require criminal prosecution of scofflaw offenders.   The current process places a severe burden on City officials and tends to clog the court docket.   The Planning Department has indicated support of the proposal and Miguel Santana, LA City Administrative Officer, supported the proposal and suggested a six-month trial by Animal Services.  The City Council Budget and Finance Committee approved the proposed ordinance on April 11th with an amendment that the proposed ordinance be focused on quality of life issues and the suggestion that enforcement be instituted on a department by department basis.  The proposed ordinance was returned to the City Attorney’s office for minor revisions before being heard by the full City Council.  After a discussion of the pros and cons of the proposal, the Board voted unanimously to support the concept.
Wireless Cell Towers –  Wireless cell towers and their auxiliary equipment are sprouting up all over the City.  While installations on private property require permits, installations in the public right of way do not need a permit and require no notice or public hearing.  The City Attorney’s office is working on a proposed ordinance to regulate these public nuisances and require public notice and hearings.  The Los Angeles WTF Working Group has developed a proposed set of guidelines for the ordinance and has urged the City Attorney’s office to expedite development of the proposed ordinance.  The TPOA Board voted unanimously to support the call for expediting the preparation of the ordinance and the adoption of the LA WTF guidelines.
Website –  Work is underway on updating the website..

Spring Newsletter –  The Spring Newsletter is due and work has started on preparation. UPDATE:The Newsletter is at the printers and should be delivered in the next few days.
OPEN AGENDA:  
· Robin Jaffe invited board members to attend the Green Living Workshop 101 on May 21 at the ONEGeneration 
· Mark and Sue Ratkovic discussed their experiences with a neighbor who essentially operates a boarding house in a single family residential zone.  The facility has two buildings, a main house and an accessory dwelling unit (ADU).  The ADU has a non-permitted kitchen; when the code violation is reported, inspectors give several day notice and the stove is disconnected and moved elsewhere on the property, and reconnected after the inspector leaves.  The impact of this facility on the neighborhood includes parking problems, frequent loud parties, and general annoyances connected to overcrowding.
· Michael Povar indicated that a group was interested in a new design and/or updated artwork for Wilbur pedestrian bridge. 

ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 pm.


