TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

September 13, 2010
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Max Flehinger, Len Shaffer, Laura McNamara, Stanton Saucier, Terry Saucier, Nancy Theroux, Michael Povar, Steve Webber
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Sandy Mittleman, Nancy Lerner
GUESTS: District 3 Field Representative Octaviano Rios, City Controller Wendy Greuel, TPOA residents Zorik Mooradian and Bob Sterns
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT–Octaviano Rios, Field Representative 
Councilman Zine now has two field deputies (reduced from three): Octaviano Rios and Megan Murray.  Octaviano Rios will continue to represent Tarzana as well as Woodland Hills, and Winnetka.  There are also two case managers addressing quality of life issues.  DWP now allows automated (sprinkler) watering 3 days a week; homes with odd numbered addresses may water for up to eight minutes for each sprinkler on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays; those with even numbered addresses may water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  Hand watering is allowed daily, with no set time limit, after 4 pm and before 9 am.
Los Angeles City Controller Wendy Greuel: Wendy Greuel spoke to the board about her activities since taking office.  It is her goal to bring transparency to how taxpayer dollars are spent in Los Angeles.  As part of this effort she has posted the salaries of LA City officials and employees on-line and is looking at how to recover money owed to the City as a result of failure to report taxable transactions or from under reported receipts.  15 auditors oversee the entire Los Angeles City budget.  At the city controllers website, http://controller.lacity.org/index.htm, residents can sign up to receive her latest audit results.
Zorik Mooradian: TPOA member Zorik Mooradian expressed concern with the debris at various locations in Tarzana including the Vons/CVS/Winchell’s, Ross, and Coffee Bean parking lots, as well as bulky items left for pickup and abandoned shopping carts. 
TREASURER’S REPORT– Nancy Theroux

 As of 8/31/2010, there is $3,389.50 in the checking account and $8,065.24 in the savings account.  $6,170.00 was collected in dues during fiscal 2009.  The Town Hall expenses of $1,371.00 were a significant savings from prior years.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle


Total family membership is 412.
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger


Request for over night parking restriction under the 101 freeway on Corbin Ave, Tampa Ave and Wilbur Ave: The LAPD West Valley Division has approved this request as a quality of life issue and forwarded it to the LADOT.  Police Chief Beck and Councilman Zine wrote to the DOT supporting the TNC’s request for the parking restriction.
Corbin between Wells Ave and Rosita Ave: A recent request for widening of the  Corbin Ave. roadway to remedy hillside movement/slough on the curve in this area was turned down by DOT.  Their finding was that widening was deemed unnecessary as there does not seem to be any safety hazard when the posted speed limit is observed.

Mobile advertising trailers: Assemblyman Bob Blumenfeld introduced AB 2756 that will allow cities to regulate the trailers.  The Assembly and Senate passed the bill, which is now on the Governor’s desk to sign by September 30th.  The Assemblyman’s deputy stated that the Governor has expressed no indication one way or the other about signing the bill.  The only opposition seems to be by the owner of a number of the trailers.  UPDATE COMMENT: The Governor has signed the bill and it will go into effect shortly.
BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT – Steve Webber
19348 Santa Rita: The non compliant paving of the front yard was reported on 3/11/2010. An Order to Comply was issued by Building and Safety on 5/19/2010. The violation is still under investigation.
4028 N. Coldstream Terrace:  Neighbors reported that the residence is occupied by a large number of people. The yard is full of overgrowth, trash, lots of old cars, and other debris, all visible from the street.  Clothes are reported hanging out to dry on the front porch. 
5327 Donna Ave: The garage at this property has illegally been converted to a living space.  The violation was reported to Building and Safety on 5/10/2010.  An Order to Comply was issued  on 9/1/2010. 

18920 Linnet Ave: The builder of the new home on the property has tried to qualify for the entitlements available for a remodel by leaving a small portion of the original wall standing.  The wall remnant was subsequently demolished and replaced with new construction. Two separate, overlapping permits were requested, bringing into question which takes precedent and whether there is something peculiar going on. The first, submitted on  2/10/10, was for a major remodel; it received approval on 5/20/10. The second, submitted on 4/30/10 was for general rehab without any alteration and no structural changes; it received approval on 5/04/10.  4/30/10 was a Friday and 5/04/10 was the following Tuesday.  Building and Safety has been notified of the possible infraction and asked to review the overlapping permits.

18817 Redwing Ave: The owner of the property is moving ahead on construction of an oversized home on this R1 lot.  The builder claims the construction is not subject to the restrictions of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance as a permit was applied for on 4/01/2010, before the ordinance took effect on the flat area south of Ventura on 5/3/2010, even though approved on 7/13/10. The lot size is 6573 sq. ft. and the proposed final structure will total 4113 sq. ft. A request is going to Building and Safety to verify compliance with the Code.

PLANNING AND LAND USE REPORT– Len Shaffer

Baseline Hillside Ordinance: The report on the Baseline Hillside Ordinance (BHO) was unanimously approved by the City Council The formal ordinance, being drafted by the City Attorney’s Office, must still be approved after it is put in proper ordinance format.  Approval is expected in October. 

RA to RE:  The proposal to rezone the area between Wilbur and Tampa, Ventura and Wells from RA to RE was discussed at length in the June 2010 TPOA Newsletter.  Petitions for and against the change have been forwarded to Councilman Dennis P. Zine’s office.
Michael’s property: A medical building is being proposed for the site of the former (now vacant) Michael’s store, located on the north side of Ventura Blvd., west of Lindley. 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:

Mansionization:  Both the BMO and the BHO contain provision for the establishment of overlay areas that allow either higher or lower Floor Area Ratios (the maximum size of structure based on lot size and zone) for the designated area.  Apparently the overlay sought by an area in Studio City did not have sufficient backing by the affected residents and was declined.

Planning Department Design Guidelines: The Planning Department has proposed ordinances which would set design guidelines for multi-family residences, commercial, and industrial properties.  While only advisory, the guidelines would supplement general Plans, Community Plans, and Specific Plans to provide developers, City officials, and stakeholders a more comprehensive framework within which projects can be designed and evaluated.

Fall 2010 TPOA Newsletter: A number of topics were discussed for the Fall Newsletter, currently in preparation.
Website: Plans for an update of the website are underway.

Membership:  Due primarily to the aging of our population, our membership numbers are a bit lower than they have been traditionally.  Ideas for outreach were discussed.
OPEN AGENDA
BMO Sunset: Steve Webber brought up concern about the sunset clause in the BMO.  The BMO contains a clause that allowed it to expire after two years (on July 28 of this year).  The City Council passed a resolution extending it to September 27, 2010, to allow time for the BHO to become effective before the sunset clause was removed from the BMO.  An additional extension is necessary.  UPDATE COMMENT: The City Council passed a resolution extending the BMO through October 27, with the expectation that the BHO will be adopted by then and the BMO will be made permanent.
Valley Buzz: Laura McNamara suggested using the San Fernando Valley Buzz site on Facebook to bring attention to issues that affect Tarzana.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 pm
