TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

November 8, 2010
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:35 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Michael Povar, Sandy Mittleman, Laura McNamara, Stan Saucier, Nancy Theroux 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Steve Webber, Max Flehinger, Len Shaffer
GUESTS: TPOA members Ariel Kopelioff, Matt Mealey, and Peter Stankevich; Tarzana resudent Toby Lane
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT – Octaviano Rios, Field Representative: Mr. Rios gave an update on  the proposed call for projects from Metro for improving Ventura Blvd. in front of Whole Foods.  The plan includes street repaving, planting trees, and installing other accommodations to encourage pedestrian traffic.  When you visit TOGO’s 20% of all sales from 11/18/2010 to 11/12/2010 will go to the West Valley PALS.  The DWP is having a refrigerator exchange in an attempt to reduce energy use.  Bring in your old refrigerator for a new energy efficient model. 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux

As of 11/ 5/2010 Checking has $2,949.60 and  Savings has $8,066.03 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle

414 family memberships including two new members


TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger 
As Max Flehinger was not in attendance, this report was submitted in his absence by Dave Garfinkle.

Ban on overnight parking under 101 Freeway: Despite letters of support from Police Chief Beck and Councilman Zine, the LADOT rejected our request for elimination of overnight parking under the 101 Freeway on Corbin, Wilbur and Tampa.  The TNC Transportation Committee has written to the DOT, asking if they will allow signs banning overnight parking if the signs are paid for by the TNC.

Street resurfacing: TPOA and the TNC Transportation Committee have received requests to re-surface various Tarzana streets.  We are looking into each request.  Because of the City’s financial condition there will be long waits for some repairs.  Bessemer between Etiwanda and Reseda and Topham between Reseda and Wilbur have been scheduled for resurfacing in November.  The fact that the streets are on the list does not guarantee that they will be resurfaced in November.
Radar speed reader for Tarzana (issue revisited): Councilman Zine is still willing to contribute one-half the cost of a speed reader.  The TNC Transportation Committee is consulting with the LAPD to further study the need and installation/maintenance costs of such a unit.

Automobile “mischief” at the south end of Vanalden: A group of local homeowners met with LAPD Senior Lead Officer Scoggins and the DOT West Valley Traffic Engineering to discuss the problem of drivers racing, doing ‘donuts’ and other vehicular mischief at night at the top of Vanalden.  Various remedies were discussed, including limiting the street to two lanes, raised street dots, and a median barricade of some kind.  Ken Firoozmand, West Valley traffic engineer, will get back to the group with his recommendation.

Missing yellow center line on Rosita between Ellenita and Corbin: The TNC Transportation Committee is asking the DOT to restore the center line.  The street has become narrower, making the dividing line more critical to separate east bound and west bound traffic.

PLANNING AND LAND USE – Len Shaffer 

Report submitted in writing in his absence 

Cell tower: TNC board approved an application for a co-hosted cell tower site on the Wells Fargo building at Burbank and Ventura. 

Elder Care Facility at Calvert and Yolanda: The owner who operates the Discovery School on Topham just west of Yolanda has submitted an application for a 156 person elder care facility at the northwest corner of Calvert and Yolanda.  The facility would be the first to be applied for under an ordinance passed by the City in 2006. The proposed two-story, multi-building project would be on a 2.8 acre RA zoned site, which currently has five houses. The location would be heavily landscaped and set back from the street.  David Garfinkle voiced objections to the proposed project based on location.  It would be a large commercial project in the middle of an existing RA community and would not be in conformance to the zone, Community Plan or Los Angeles General Plan.  The TPOA Board voted unanimously to oppose the proposed facility on the basis of incompatibility with the area zoning and the neighborhood changing effect of such a large commercial establishment. The project had been discussed in the last two meetings of the TNC; the TNC Board voted to approve the proposed project at its October meeting.  
Michael’s site: A large (138,000 square foot), two-story medical office building is being proposed for the old Michael’s site.  The developer is asking for zone changes and height and density exceptions from the Ventura/Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor Specific Plan . A hearing is scheduled for December 13 at the Marvin Braude Center in Van Nuys.  The hearing officer will then make recommendations to the South Valley Area Planning Commission where the actual decision will be made.
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – Len Shaffer
Report submitted in writing in his absence.

Metro Call For Projects:  At the October 26 TNC meeting, an ad hoc committee was established  to coordinate with the council office for an application for a grant from Metro for a project in Tarzana.  The proposed project application, which must be submitted by 11/18/2010, includes the repaving of Ventura from Reseda to Tampa, the improvement of a number of intersections by the use of special paving products, and possibly the improvement of Reseda from Ventura to Clark Street.  The ad hoc committee is working with Octaviano Rios from Councilman Zine’s office and members of the DOT.  The grant can be up to one million dollars.  The applicant must come up with 20% of the money.  Prop C funds that are administered by the DOT seem to be available.
Mayor’s NC budget advisory group:  Linda Abrams, TNC Board member, was elected to fill one of the two South Valley positions on the Mayors NC budget advisory group.  She will be reporting on the budget and related items monthly.
VANC Planning Forum:  On November 11th the Valley Alliance of NCs will be holding a planning forum.  A number of TNC board members will be in attendance.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:
Mansionization Update: The City Council unanimously approved the proposed Baseline Hillside Ordinance report which defines permissible maximum home size in the hillside area on the basis of zone, lot size, and lot slope.  The City Attorney was tasked with preparing the formal ordinance.  The City Council will then need to formally approve the ordinance.  Approval is expected in January, 2011.  The Baseline Mansionization Ordinance for the flatlands had a provision that it “sunset” or become void in July 2010.  The City Council has voted several extensions to the ordinance, the last one extending it until February, 2011.  At that time, it is expected to make the ordinance permanent.
Sign Ordinance Update:  The Ninth Circuit Court ruled in favor of the City’s Sign Ordinance.  The ordinance bans supergraphics and limits all off-site signs.  There are now several sign ordinances in effect, with extensive duplication and some contradictions.  The Planning Department is in the process of consolidating the ordinances.

Group Care Facilities Update:  The City Planning Commission has held two hearings on the proposal to regulate sober living homes, parolee half-way houses, and boarding houses in single family residential zones.  While some of these facilities are licensed by the State and some have effective governing organizations, many facilities throughout the City (and in many other communities) have become extreme nuisances with extensive overcrowding, loud arguments and cursing at all hours of the night, dense cigarette smoke infringing on neighbors, and even reports of outdoor sexual activities visible from the street or from neighboring properties.  CPC President Roschen has asked that interested parties provide the Planning Department with specific suggestions for incorporation in a revision of the proposed ordinance to be heard in February, 2011.  TPOA has submitted several suggestions including the need for rigorous enforcement.
Board Installation: The Board voted to forgo the traditional Installation Dinner and ask Councilman Zine to formally install the recently elected Board at an upcoming Board meeting.

Website Update: The TPOA website, tarzananpropertyowners.org, needs to be updated.  Michael Povar, website chair, will coordinate the update effort. 

OPEN AGENDA – TPOA member Peter Stankevich expressed concerns about the very large increases in bills from the DWP.  TPOA member Matt Mealey, a realtor volunteered to provide TPOA with the names and addresses of new property owners.  Update Report: Matt Mealey has provided the names and addresses of approximately 100 Tarzana newcomers; letters of welcome and invitation to join TPOA will be mailed shortly. TPOA member Ariel Kopelioff expressed concern about poor property maintenance on Tarzana commercial properties and interest in Tarzana beautification.
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 pm.


