TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

May 10, 2010

MINUTES

Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, Stanton Saucier, Len Shaffer, Michael Povar, Steve Webber

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Cheryl Crane, Nancy Lerner, Max Flehinger, Laura McNamara
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT: Octaviano Rios, Deputy. Octaviano was unable to attend but reported that there were no new items of significance.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Evelyn Garfinkle
Total family memberships: 459 including two new members.  

TREASURER’S REPORT: Nancy Theroux


Checking - $5530.31


Savings – $880.28


Savings; High yield - $7180.57

Last year TPOA had income of about $6,000 and expense of about $7,000.  The last three years TPOA has operated at a loss.  

TRANSPORTATION REPORT: Max Flehinger
Max was unable to attend but reported no new issues.
BUILDING & SAFETY: Steve Webber

5327 Donna–The new owner has enclosed the garage in an apparent conversion to living space.  The incident was reported to Building and Safety. 

19348 Santa Rita–The investigation continues at this house where the entire front yard has been paved without the required barriers.  See the April Board minutes for a detailed explanation of the requirement.

PLANNING & LAND USE: Len Shaffer
Citizen Training–A discussion was held with Frank Bush of Building and Safety regarding the possibility of teaching volunteers to learn the Building and Safety and Planning regulations so that they could  take pictures and make accurate reports on violations. These volunteer efforts could greatly increase the effectiveness and timeliness of code enforcement.

Recent Construction Proposals–Several proposals have been submitted for new construction or modifications of construction currently underway.  They include an application for a four-story medical building on the Michael’s property, Lindley and Ventura and minor modifications to the building under construction at the old Commercial Capital Bank site at Tampa and Ventura.  Replacement is required of the illegally destroyed trees in the parking lot.  St. James Presbyterian Church has applied for a Conditional Use Permit to increase the permitted number of preschool students from 50 to 75.
TNC: Len Shaffer
TNC Elections–Len reminded the Board that the TNC elections would be held on May 27 at the Tarzana Recreation Center (Tarzana Park).  

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: David Garfinkle

Mansionization Update–Two hearings have been held by the City Planning Commission on the proposed Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.  After approximately 50 people testified at the last hearing, the Commission formed a subcommittee to meet with the Planning Department to consider a number of the issues raised.  Another hearing is scheduled for May 27 at the Van Nuys City Hall.  UPDATE COMMENT: On May 27 the City Planning Commission unanimously passed the revised proposed ordinance.  It will now go to the PLUM.

Annual Town Hall Forum Report–On May 4 TPOA held our Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum at the Braemar Country Club.  Current Board members Lisa Cerda, Laura McNamara, Sandra Mittleman, Michael Povar, Nancy Theroux, and Steve Webber were reelected to new two year terms  The subject of the Town Hall Forum was “New Faces in City Hall”.  Long time Tarzana resident and TPOA member attorney Robert Philibosian (former LA County District Attorney) moderated the forum.  Councilmen Paul Krekorian (2nd District)  and our 3rd District Councilman Dennis P. Zine, City Attorney Carmen Trutanich, and Captain John Egan (Commanding Officer, West Valley LAPD) discussed their efforts and plans for the future.  The unanimous impression of the attendees was this forum was one of the most informative and enjoyable in recent memory.

Spring TPOA Newsletter–The next issue of the newsletter is in preparation.  Anyone with suggestions for articles to be included should contact Dave Garfinkle (drgarfinkle@sbcglobal) as soon as possible.

Accessory Dwelling Units, Group Living Homes–Due to staff reductions resulting from the City’s early retirement program and layoffs, the Planning Department has put on indefinite hold any efforts to draft an ordinance to define the limits for Accessory Dwelling Units.  Efforts are underway to revise the proposed ordinance to limit large (over six residents) Group Living Homes in single family residential zones
OPEN AGENDA: Arlan Berglas, Executive Director of the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, presented his proposal to bring additional transportation options to Tarzana.  One proposal was for a tram to run along Ventura Blvd. to facilitate movement of people along the boulevard and to encourage increased pedestrian traffic.  The second proposal was for a limousine service that would serve all of Tarzana between the hours of 2 pm and 8 pm.  A lively discussion followed the presentation concerning costs, feasibility, and most effective hours of service.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.
