TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 8, 2010
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Laura McNamara, Michael Povar, Terry Saucier, Steve Webber, Len Shaffer, Max Flehinger
MEMBERS ABSENT: Cheryl Crane, Nancy Theroux, Lisa Cerda, Nancy Lerner, Sandy Mittleman 
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3:  Field Deputy Octaviano Rios was unable to attend. The material in his written summary had previously been provided.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Checking 2948.23. Saving 880.21, CD 7175.16
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle


One new member, current membership is 465 families
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger


Otis and Linnet –The TNC has received a request for an all-way STOP sign at Otis and Linnet.  Currently, there is only a STOP sign on north bound and south bound Otis.  The request will be considered at the next TNC Transportation meeting on Monday, March 15.

Radar Speed Reader –The TNC appropriated half the funds to purchase a radar speed reader sign to be used solely in Tarzana; Councilman Zine has agreed to pay the other half of the cost.  Unfortunately, due to staff shortages, the LADOT has not been able to approve the installation of the sign citing “lack of design and especially field crews…” The DOT  suggested that we have the LAPD purchase the sign.  Max Flehinger will ask Councilman Zine for help with this matter. 

BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT – Steve Webber


19151 Rosita –The City has closed the investigation into the property which incorporated the DWP telephone pole guy wires into their front fence. The results of the investigation and possible remedial actions are unknown at this time.
5454 Tampa (actually 5452 Tampa), 5448 Tampa, and 5422 Tampa – The front yards on these properties are completely hardscaped.   Section 12.21C1(g) of the zoning manual allows paving of the entire front yard, with the limitation “not more than 50% of the required front yard shall be designed, improved, or used for access driveways.” The code does require adequate barriers to be installed to limit the driveway access to 50%, but the provision has rarely been enforced.  

19348 Santa Rita – The new owner poured concrete into areas in the front yard that had previously been removed by the old owners due to a Building and Safety citation of violation.  The investigation has apparently been transferred to another agency; there has been no response to inquiries as to the current state of the investigation.  
6040 Calvin – Dave Garfinkle reported that Bob Steinbach, Assistant Bureau Chief of the Inspection Bureau sent a senior inspector to physically measure the size of the construction and compare it to the submitted plans.  The results indicate that the structures on the lot are consistent with the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance guidelines when the 20% articulation bonus is granted. 
Furloughs – Due to early retirements and budget restrictions, there will be no Building and Safety inspections on Fridays for the foreseeable future.
PLANNING AND LAND USE– Len Shaffer

Harper’s Bar and Grill – The restaurant at 5545 Reseda, formerly El Patron, has requested a full liquor license.  Their request will be reviewed by the Tarzana Neighborhood Council.

Providence Hospital – The hospital wants to add a three story medical building in what is now a parking lot.

Child’s World – The school at 6100 Lindley has requested variances for increase enrollment and a large monument sign. TNC reviewed the request and suggested a number of conditions. Some of the neighbors are objecting to the variances and the case will be heard by the South Valley Area Planning Commission. 

Village Walk – Whole Foods which anchors Phase 2 of the development at the former Brown Center site is scheduled to open in April.

Tampa and Ventura –The mature trees in the parking lot at the southwest corner of Tampa and Ventura (former site of the Commercial Capital Bank) have been illegally removed.  Retention of the trees was a condition placed on the approval for their new building.  The trees will be replaced with new 24 inch box size trees.

TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – Len Shaffer


The Tarzana and Reseda Neighborhood Councils are jointly sponsoring a Senior Symposium to be held on March 27 at the One Generation location at 18255 Victory Blvd.  A second symposium will be held in June if the first is oversubscribed.  Topics will include preventing falls, avoiding fraud, and proper nutrition.  
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Dave Garfinkle

TPOA Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum–The Town Hall Forum and Annual Meeting will be held on May 4 at the Braemar Country Club. The subject is “New Faces in City Hall”.  City Attorney Carmen Trutanich has agreed to be a panelist as has our Councilman Dennis P. Zine.  Councilmen Paul Krekorian and Paul Koretz have been invited to participate.  UPDATE COMMENTS: Councilman Krekorian has accepted our invitation, but Councilman Koretz is unable to attend due to prior commitments.  Captain John Egan of the West Valley Police Bureau has also accepted our invitation.
Budget Update –Len and Dave reported on the current City budget crisis. As indicated in the February minutes, the City faces a shortfall of over $200 million for the current fiscal year, which ends June 30.  Next year’s shortfall is projected to exceed $450 million, growing to over one billion dollars in three years.  The City Council is meeting everyday on the budget situation.  Suggestions include additional early retirements of City employees (2400 already underway), layoffs, cuts in pension benefits, cuts in salaries of City officials and employees, elimination or consolidation of City departments, and sale or long term lease of City property such as parking garages/meters, golf courses, and the airport.  The Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition and BudgetLA have been meeting at least weekly on the subject and have formed a budget oversight committee to seek solutions and meet with City officials to offer suggestions.  UPDATE COMMENTS: The LANCC Budget Committee met with Mayor Villaraigosa on March 19 to present their analysis and offer suggestions. 

Hillside Boundary Adjustment Update–The second phase of the mansionization regulations is the rationalization of the boundary between the “flatlands” covered by the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance effective July 29, 2008, and the “hillside”.  The boundaries and provisions of the realignment of the “flatlands” have been approved by the City Council.  The formal ordinance is making its way through the approval process.  UPDATE COMMENTS:  The City Council passed the ordinance on March 5; the Mayor signed it; it will be effective May 3.
Hillside Mansionization Ordinance Update–The third phase, the Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance, is currently in draft form.  A series of public meetings on the subject was held during February.  Dave Garfinkle attended a meeting between the Planning Department and the Hillside Federation.  The draft provisions regulate house size on the basis of the lot size, zone, and degree of slope.  Basically, the proposed ordinance would adopt the size limits of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance with a decrease in allowed home size for slopes greater than 15%.  Details are available online: go to www.lacity.org; there is a pull-down menu on the left titled City Hall; select Departments and Bureaus, then Planning; on the left select Plans and Ordinances, then Proposed Ordinances, then Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.  The TPOA Board voted to support the proposed provisions with the suggestions that the articulation bonus be modified and that greater public notice be provided of an application  for any exceptions or variances. 
Sign Ordinance–Recent court decisions continue to support the right of Los Angeles to ban new off-site signage.  On February 17 the courts ruled that Los Angeles should not have issued permits to allow conversion of three billboards in West LA to digital as it violated the area specific plan.  Although under appeal, the decision requires reconversion to non-digital.  On February 28, on an order from the City Attorney, the owner of a building in Hollywood was arrested for erecting an illegal 8-story high supergraphic.  Owners of three other Hollywood Blvd. properties were arrested in late February.  UPDATE COMMENTS: Additional citations have been issued by the City Attorney requiring the removal of other supergraphics in the Hollywood and Sherman Oaks areas.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm
       

