TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

June 14,  2010
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, Laura McNamara, Steve Webber, Len Shaffer, Michael Povar, Nancy Theroux
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Terry Saucier, Stan Saucier, Nancy Lerner
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT: Octaviano Rios, Deputy:  Sunday June 27th, Providence Tarzana Medical Center is holding a free health screening clinic from 11 am to 4 pm, including testing for blood sugar, cholesterol, stroke, foot care, blood pressure, bone density, body fat, respiratory (asthma, oxygen saturation level), dentistry and more.  Councilman Zine is sponsoring his Annual July 4th Fireworks Extravaganza at the Warner Center Park.  This summer there will be free movies and concerts at the Warner Center Park.
GUESTS: Robin Jaffe, Toni and Rueben Erlich, B. J. Hanson, Dario and Helena Galatalo, Mark Lambert, Josef Rabinovitz, and Robert Sarvian, residents concerned with proposed zone change from RA to RE20 south of Ventura, north of Wells, west of Wilbur, east of Tampa

RA/RE:  Robin Jaffe presented 224 signatures on a petition she and Lillian Wall circulated supporting a zone change from RA to RE for the area bordered by Wilbur, Tampa, Ventura, and Wells.  She asked TPOA to support the proposed change.  The presentation was followed by an extensive comment period by the Board and guests. Steve Webber questioned whether home owners who had signed the petition understood the ramifications of a zone change due to  the complex nature of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance and how a zone change would affect the area.  As a result of the discussion, TPOA passed a resolution to hold an informational meeting to clearly delineate the ramifications of the proposed zone change.  The meeting will be held at a to be determined time and place.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Nancy Theroux


As of 6/1/2010 there is $3,569.94 in the checking account (not including deposit made after that date for $210.00) and $8063.32 in savings accounts.  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Evelyn Garfinkle


460 members, 387 renewed to date.  
TRANSPORTATION REPORT: Max Flehinger

Crebs and Ventura. Traffic at the southeast corner of Crebs and Ventura is backing up due to difficulties entering the parking lot heading south on Crebs.  DOT investigating.

BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT: Steve Webber

19348 Santa Rita – The front yard is fully concreted without parking barriers.  No response yet from the inspector conducting the investigation.

5327 Donna – The garage has been converted into what appears to be a living space.  No garage or covered parking is now available.  The apparent violation is under investigation by Building and Safety, but there is no response as of yet from the inspector
18920 Linnet – A permit was approved on 5/14/2010 for minor rehabilitation. A subsequent permit was approved on 5/20/2010 for a major remodel. Building and Safety has been requested to verify that the major remodel is still in compliance with the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance which became effective in that area on 5/3/2010 with the rationalization of the boundary between the flatlands and the hillside..
PLANNING AND LAND USE: Len Shaffer
Columbia College – The surrounding neighbors of Columbia College on Oxnard complain that students drive too fast when exiting the parking lot.  TNC is investigating enforcement options.  
Little Rock Bar – The bar on Reseda, next to A-16, has installed a dropped awning in the evenings to enclose an area with heaters, tables and chairs on the public sidewalk.  They do not have a permit for the enclosure.  They were cited but to date have ignored demands to remove the illegal enclosure.  

Michael’s Property – There is a current proposal to build a four story medical office building at site of Michael’s at the NW intersection of Ventura and Lindley.  They would need a number of zoning approvals to do so, including height limit and exemptions to the Ventura/ Cahuenga Specific Plan. A presentation of the proposal is scheduled before the TNC Land Use Committee on 6/16/10.

Mecca Park – The Department of Recreation and Parks, in conjunction with the community, is planning a small park at the triangle where Mecca and Reseda come together south of Ventura Blvd.  This will not be a park for picnicking or such, but instead will be a welcoming sight for those entering  and leaving communities south of the boulevard. There is no water on-site and the City will truck in water for the first two years to establish planting; the community will be responsible for watering afterwards.  Quimby funds will likely be available for the project.

TNC: Len Shaffer

Tarzana Crossing – A design project of the TNC Land Use Committee for the area surrounding the intersection of Reseda and the Orange Line has received two grants of  $75,000 each from the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) .

Neighborhood Council Elections – TNC gained several new Board members; most of the incumbents were reelected.  The first meeting of the new Board is on 6/22/10.  The TNC election drew only 156 votes, a disappointing turnout.  The Citywide turnout was also quite disappointing.  One problem was the lack of outreach by the City Clerk’s office and DONE.  Only $1.6m was allocated to the elections by the City.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:

Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (BMO) –  According to the original ordinance, the BMO is scheduled to sunset on June 29th.  A number of activists are working with City Council staff to ensure that the Council passes a resolution to extend the sunset date.  UPDATE COMMENT: The City Council extended the ordinance to September 27th.  The hope is that the Baseline Hillside ordinance will be approved by then and the BMO can be made permanent.


Baseline Hillside Ordinance (BHO) – The proposed Baseline Hillside Ordinance is based on the provisions of the BMO in that maximum home size is defined as a function of lot size and the lot zoning.  The hillside ordinance further restricts home size based on the actual slope of the lot and contains significant revisions relating to grading.  At hearings before the City Planning Commission, the primary concerns expressed were with respect to the amount of grading allowed and the array of discretionary actions available to a Zoning Administrator.  The City Planning Commission passed the proposed ordinance and forwarded it to the PLUM for further hearings.

Newsletter –  It is time to put together the summer edition of the TPOA Newsletter.  Robin Jaffe and Steve will do a point/counter point article on RA/RE issue and Dave Garfinkle will do an update on the mansionization issue BMO.  Suggested additional topics included a report on our May 4th Town Hall Forum, an update on marijuana dispensaries, reorganization of the Planning Department, the sign ordinance update, TNC elections, and the importance of TPOA membership.  UPDATE COMMENT: The June issue should be delivered by July 10th.

TPOA Website – Our website has not been updated recently.  It was pointed out by a TPOA member that there was not even a mention of our recent Town Hall Forum on the site. Michael Povar will work on updating the website.

Cheryl Crane Resignation –  Cheryl Crane recently resigned from the Board to lighten her extensive civic obligations.  The Board accepted her resignation with regret, wishes Cheryl well, and hopes she is able to rejoin us in the future.
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:07 pm

