TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

February 8, 2010
MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, Laura McNamara, Terry Saucier, Stanton Saucier, Steve Webber, Len Shaffer, Max Flehinger
MEMBERS ABSENT: Cheryl Crane, Nancy Theroux, Lisa Cerda, Michael Povar, Nancy Lerner 
JANUARY 2010 MINUTES: January minutes were approved on-line by the Board.  The spelling of Len Shaffer’s name was corrected. 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT -- Octaviano Rios, Field Deputy

Councilman Zine’s Committee Assignments: Councilman Zine is no longer on the PLUM Committee.  He continues to be Assistant President Pro Tem of the City Council, Chair of the Personnel Committee, Vice Chair of the Education & Neighborhoods Committee and a member of the Public Safety and Information Technology and Government Affairs Committees. 
   
Councilman Zine’s Town Hall:  Councilman Zine’s Town Hall meeting held February 2nd in Canoga Park was attended by 40 residents and deemed a success.  
Medical Marijuana: The Medical Marijuana ordinance has been signed by the Mayor.  Restrictions include: dispensaries must be at least1000 feet from sensitive uses such as schools and parks and can not be across a street or alley from residential dwellings; hours of operation are limited to 10 am to 8 pm; there is a cap on how much money can be held at a facility; the number of allowed permits is capped at 70; the dispensaries can not operate for profit; they can not display a marijuana leaf on signage at the site; and no person can own more than one location.  The approximately 180 dispensaries permitted before the moratorium will be allowed to operate if they can satisfy the other requirements of the ordinance.  UPDATE: Councilwoman Hahn moved and Councilman Koretz seconded a motion that the City Council request that the City Attorney, with assistance of the City Administrative Officer, prepare and present the necessary documents to place on a Citywide ballot in 2011 a tax on the cultivation of medical marijuana; etc.  The motion was sent to the Budget and Finance and Rules and Elections Committees.
Department of Transportation: DOT will hold a meeting on February 24th to discuss fare increases and service reductions at 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys.  
Pipeline on Mulholland: The Department  of Water and Power held a meeting in Woodland Hills to discuss on installation of a 16 inch pipe under the unpaved western portion of Mulholland to bring water to the high fire zone area.  The pipeline will also increase water pressure for Woodland Hills residents.  Work will begin March 2010 and end in 2013.  
Budget Crisis: There is a serious budget crisis in Los Angeles: a $212 million shortfall in this fiscal year which is projected to be $484 million next year.  As part of the City response, 2400 employees will accept early retirement and 360 employees are looking for work transfer to self reliant city entities.  There will be cuts in services, consolidation of departments, and cuts in Neighborhood Council funding.  
Household Waste: A Household Hazardous Waste event will be held Saturday February 27th and Sunday February 28th in the parking lot of the Pratt and Whitney Rocketdyne facility at DeSoto and Gresham in Canoga park.
TREASURERS REPORT: Nancy Theroux was out of town; she provided the following: checking $1382.77, savings $2380.13, CD $7167.50.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle


Two new memberships which brings the total to 464.
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger


Ken Firoozmand, Department of Transportation, is working with Max to coordinate the logistics required to put up a radar speed sign, initially to be placed on Reseda south of Ventura.   The sign will be pole mounted and movable from location to location.  

BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT – Steve Webber


5356 Crebs – The over height hedge at this location has been reported to Building and Safety.

19429 Wells Drive – The large storage container parked in the front yard setback has been removed.

19151 Rosita – The homeowner has built his front yard retaining wall in such a way that it incorporates the DWP telephone pole guy wire..  An Order to Comply remove this unapproved construction was issued on 2/28/2010.  Fees are due for non-permitted work.  
5454 Tampa (actually 5452 Tampa), 5448 Tampa, and 5422 Tampa – The front yards on these properties are completely hardscaped, in violation of the requirement that 50% be free from hardscape.  The violations are being investigated.   

19348 Santa Rita–The new owner poured concrete into areas in the front yard that had been previously removed by the old owners due to the Building and Safety citation of violation.  Steve is investigating.


19242 Santa Rita – A neighbor reported unusual activity including excessive visitors, acrid odors, and late night activity.  The situation was reported to the Police Department.

6040 Calvin–As noted last month, Dave reported that an oversized home was under construction.  Repeated contacts with Building and Safety over the size of the home and the accuracy of the plan are continuing, as is the construction. 

PLANNING AND LAND USE – Len Shaffer
North East Corner Corbin and Ventura– The proposed facelift was supported by the Tarzana Neighborhood Council with several conditions.
Braemar Country Club– As noted in the January minutes, Braemar is going forward with a new 4000 square foot health facility.  The community, including neighbors, is in support of the facility and the TNC voted its support.
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL–Len Shaffer

The Tarzana and Reseda Neighborhood Councils are jointly sponsoring a Senior Symposium to be held on March 27 at the One Generation location at 18255 Victory Blvd. A second symposium will be held in June if the first is oversubscribed.  Topics include medical, financial, and nutrition information.  
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:


Budget Update-Len and Dave discussed the current City budget crisis, also reported above by Field Deputy Octaviano Rios.  The City faces a shortfall of over $200 million for the current fiscal year, which ends June 30.  Next year’s shortfall is projected to exceed $400 million, growing to over one billion dollars in three years.  The City Council is meeting everyday on the budget situation.  Suggestions include additional early retirements of City employees (2400 already underway), layoffs, cuts in pension benefits, cuts in salaries of City officials and employees, elimination or consolidation of City departments, and sale or long term lease of City property such as parking garages/meters, golf courses, and the airport.  The Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Coalition and Budget LA have been meeting at least weekly on the subject and have formed a budget oversight committee to seek solutions and meet with City officials to offer suggestions. 

Community Care Facilities–The City Planning Department released a draft ordinance related to Community Care/Group Care facilities: sober living houses, halfway houses, etc.  Tarzana has a number of such facilities.  The proposed ordinance would regulate facilities with more than six residents (six or fewer residents are considered a “family” and not subject to City regulation).  Good points of the ordinance included limiting bedrooms to no more than two people and requiring adequate on-site parking.  However, those were overshadowed by weaknesses including no restrictions of commercial/for profit facilities in single family residential zones; no requirement for public notice for hearings on waivers and exceptions; no requirement for the facilities to register with the City and obtain a business license; and inadequate separation between these facilities.  The TPOA Board voted to oppose the ordinance as drafted.  We were joined by a large number of civic groups opposing the ordinance, resulting in it being withdrawn from presentation to the City Planning Commission.  Due to early retirement and layoffs, activity to develop an effective ordinance is currently in limbo.

Mansionization Update–The second phase of the mansionization regulations is the rationalization of the boundary between the “flatlands” covered by the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance effective July 29, 2008 and the “hillside”.  The boundaries and provisions of the realignment of the “flatlands” have been approved by the City Council.  The formal ordinance is making its way through the approval process.  The third phase, the Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance, is currently in draft form and a series of public meetings on the subject is scheduled for mid-February.
Sign Ordinance–Recent court decisions continue to support the right of Los Angeles to ban new off-site signage.  UPDATE COMMENTS: on February 17 the courts ruled that Los Angeles should not have issued permits to allow conversion of three billboards in West LA to digital as it violated the area specific plan.  Although under appeal, the decision requires reconversion to non-digital.  On February 28, on an order from the City Attorney’s office, the owner of a building in Hollywood was arrested for erecting an illegal 8-story high supergraphic.
Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum–May 4th was selected as the preferred date for the next TPOA Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum.  The subject is “New Faces in City Hall”.  City Attorney Carmen Trutanich has agreed to be a panelist as and Councilmen Zine, Koretz, and Krekorian have been invited.  At the suggestion of several Board members, Larry Mantle of KPCC was invited to moderate the forum.  He sent a very complimentary note indicating unfortunately he had to decline due to his work load. The forum will take place at Braemar Country Club.
Hillside Federation–TPOA voted to continue our participation in the Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 pm
       

