TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

April 12, 2010

MINUTES

Meeting was called to order by First Vice President Leonard Shaffer at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Max Flehinger, Evelyn Garfinkle, Laura McNamara, Sandy Mittleman, Stanton Saucier, Terry Saucier,  Len Shaffer, Steve Webber

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Cheryl Crane, David Garfinkle, Nancy Lerner, Nancy Theroux 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 REPORT:  Octaviano Rios, Deputy 
· Councilman Zine is holding his annual Z-Awards luncheon on Thursday, May 6 to recognize outstanding public servants including:
· LAFD Captain Selwyn LloydLA 
· LA County Sheriff’s Dept. Deputy Joseph Cerda

· LAPD Officer Samuel Davis
· LAPD SLO Dennis Cunningham
· CHP Officer Jeff Ferberl
· APD Officer Gary Shanahan
· General Services Police Dept. SLO Evelyn Solano
· State Assembly passed bill AB2756 authored by Assemblymen Bob Blumenfield and Mike Feuer which aims to prohibit mobile advertisement signs from public streets unless city’s allow them. The Assembly approved it on a 46-14 vote.  It now goes to the Senate.
· Mecca Park, located on Reseda Blvd. and Mecca Ave., is being designed by Recreation and Parks, working to have a proposed design in the next few weeks Neighbors will have the opportunity to weigh in on the design and tree choices.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Nancy Theroux
Total funds in the TPOA checking, savings and CD accounts is $11,012.57.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Evelyn Garfinkle
75% of the membership has renewed within 3 weeks of receiving the dues notice.  Dues payments included 7 donations.

BUILDING & SAFETY: Steve Webber

Inspectors’ workweek–Building and Safety inspectors are now off on Fridays, due to reduced budget.

Paving of front yards of single family homes–Paving of the entire front yard of single-family residences has been increasingly observed at various locations in Tarzana.  Zoning Code regulation and Building and Safety’s interpretation of the regulation appear to be at variance.  The zoning regulation (Section 12.21C1(g)) permits no more than 50 percent of a required front yard to be designed, improved or used for access driveways and portions not used for necessary driveways and walkways . . . shall be used for planting, and shall not otherwise be paved.  But Building and Safety’s policy states that in those instances where landscaping of the front yard is not required (e.g. a single family dwelling . . .) not to restrict the area of paving of the front yard.  However, adequate barriers shall be installed to prevent using more than 50 percent of a required front yard for access driveways.”

TRANSPORTATION: Max Flehinger

Radar speed readers–The TNC has donated approximately $650, half the funds required, to purchase a Radar Speed Reader.  There is conflicting interpretation on which city agency regulates radar readers.  Are these devices traffic control or information devices?  If traffic control device, then it comes under the regulation of Department of Transportation; if an information device, then the Police Department.  Len, as TNC President, will request a City Attorney opinion to resolve the matter.

Street resurfacing–Several Tarzana streets have been recently resurfaced.  Among them are Reseda from Hermano south to St. Moritz (private drive), Hatteras between Tampa and Cahill, Cahill from Collins to Oxnard, and Collins from Cahill to Vanalden. 

Melvin and Hatteras–Vegetation in the public right of way at the Southwest corner blocks motorists’ visibility.  The owner will be asked to correct the situation.  If the owner does not correct the problem, it will be reported to Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins who can issue a citation since the vegetation is in the public right of way and is a safety problem.

PLANNING & LAND USE: Len Shaffer
Planning Department–Acting Deputy Director, Jane Blumenfeld, has retired.  Ken Bernstein, the director of the Department’s Office of Historical Resources, is the new Deputy Director.  The Planning Department is to be reorganized into four “cradle to grave” areas, i.e. four geographical areas, each with separate staff to address all aspects of zoning; the four areas correspond to the areas of the four area planning commissions. 
Septic tank regulations–In compliance with AB885, State legislation which regulates ground water pollution, the Bureau of Sanitation is proposing a new ordinance regulating septic tanks.  The Bureau has mapped septic tank locations citywide.  Tarzana has approximately 170 active tanks, none however in high risk areas.  The proposed regulations require new homes within 200’ of a sewer line to connect to the line.  Existing homes in high risk areas with septic tanks must be inspected.  

TNC: Len Shaffer
Neighborhood Council Elections–20 candidates were certified and at least one candidate filed as a write-in candidate for the election to be held May 27.

Senior Symposium–Several hundred people attended the recent Senior Symposium at OneGeneration.  The program received good reports.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: Len Shaffer
Hillside Boundary–The City Council passed the ordinance to rationalize the boundary between the flatlands and the hillside area, based on topographical considerations.  The ordinance will become effective May 3, 2010.
Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance–Considerations of the Baseline Hillside Mansionization Ordinance are currently before the City Planning Commission.  Architect Robin Jaffe, a Tarzana resident, gave an informative presentation before the TNC Land Use Committee on the various hillside scenarios and the proposed regulations.  Comments addressed grading, massing, step-up, 3-car garages.   Concern was expressed over the ability of the City to address the proposed zoning administrator adjustments, given that there are now only two zoning administrators. UPDATE COMMENT:  On May 27 the City Planning Commission unanimously passed the revised proposed ordinance.  It will now go to the PLUM.

TPOA Annual Town Hall Forum–The Board voted to allocate up to $400 to print and mail flyers, and up to $300 for other signage.

Archives–Thanks to Liz Tigar, TPOA’s long-time Board Member and secretary, we now have seven boxes of files on the wide range of subjects that TPOA has addressed over the years.  David is reviewing the files and CSUN has expressed interest in our donation for their archives.

UCLA Student Rodenticide Survey in Residential Areas in the Santa Monica Mountains–The Board agreed to email the survey to our membership.  Other south valley communities are also participating.  

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10 pm.
