TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

September 14, 2009

MINUTES
Approved October 12, 2009

Meeting was called to order by President Dave Garfinkle at 7:45 pm at the Tarzana Community Center, 19130 Ventura Boulevard, Tarzana.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
Octaviano Rios, Deputy, Council District 3

Laura McNamara, Tarzana resident

Sandy Mittleman, Tarzana resident

Guests Sandy Mittleman and Laura McNamara introduced themselves.  Both Sandy and Laura are long-time residents, Sandy active in the neighborhood watch program and Laura active on mansionization and other community issues.  Both expressed interest in joining the Board, and eagerness to take on assignments.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cheryl Crane, David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Michael Povar, Len Shaffer, Nancy Theroux, Steve Webber
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Irma Dobbyn, Max Flehinger, Terry/Stanton Saucier, Liz Tigar
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 NEWS – Octaviano Rios, Field Deputy

Councilman Zine is now Assistant President Pro Tem of the City Council.  He is also a member of the following Council committees:  Personnel (Chair), Education and Neighborhoods (Vice Chair), Public Safety, and Planning and Land Use Management.

Chief of Staff Cliff Ruff has resigned due to personal reasons.  Interim Chief of Staff is long-time Council staff member Irma Pomposo.

Speed hump program in District 3 has been cut for one year.

Approx. $50k has been allocated at the direction of Councilman Zine to repair the alley adjacent to TCCC.  The emergency preparedness trailer, planned to be sited on the TCCC site, will not be funded.
In the effort to regulate medical marijuana shops, pending legislation is in the City Attorney’s office.  Len noted that 7 shops are in Tarzana, all on the boulevard, 4 of which were opened post-moratorium in ’07.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux

As of 8/31/09: Checking - $2863.59; Savings - $2379.63; CD - $7145.93

Annual meeting and liability insurance are our largest expenses.  In the past two years, expenditures were slightly more than income.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT  - Evelyn Garfinkle

As of 9/14/09: total family memberships: 459, including one new member

TRANSPORTATION REPORT – No report issued for this period.

Call LAPD Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins directly (818-374-7632) to report illegally parked vehicles.  Vehicles may be towed if illegally parked for over 72 hours.

PLANNING & LAND USE -  Len Shaffer
6100 - 6120 Lindley Ave.  Child’s World.  Conditional Use to permit the expansion of child care facility and school from 110 children to 210 children.  Supported by the TNC.
18200 Ventura Blvd.  Zone Change to permit one-story medical office building with basement.  Not supported by TNC.   
18344 Oxnard St.  Monopine antennas.  Conditional Use to install 6 additional antennas on an existing 45’ high monopole, bringing the structure to a height of 58’.  Supported by TNC.  
4520 El Caballero.  Sports court.  Request to allow a sports court with 20’ high poles within the side yard.  Not supported by the Land Use Committee of TNC. 
19202 Santa Rita Ave.  Variance to permit a 13’high swim pool slide in an existing waterfall structure.  Supported by Land Use Committee of TNC. 
4631 Caritina Dr.  Application to permit the expansion of a home on a substandard hillside street without further street improvement.  Supported by Land Use Committee of TNC.
18731-43 Topham Ave.  Zone Variance to permit the continued use and maintenance of   landscape/sprinkler businesses, and equipment/vehicle storage yard in the RA Zone.  Supported by TNC.
5429 Lindley Ave. Temple Judea.  Conditional Use for the expansion and modernization of temple.  Supported by TNC.  Scheduled for hearing before the Zoning Administrator.
18454 Oxnard St.  Babes & Beer bar (formerly Frisky Kitty).  Denial of permit by Building and Safety for the resumption of former conditional use permit for the on-site sale of alcoholic beverages has been appealed to City Planning.  New Conditional Use permit will likely be required. 
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18603 Topham Ave.  Kennel case.  Zone variance to permit a kennel within 500’ of a residential zone.  To be presented to the Land Use Committee of TNC.
It was noted that a cell antenna was placed on a 56’ high pole at the corner of Casa and Vanalden.  Joint pole authority allows parties to share a pole.  Matter is being researched.

TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – Len Shaffer
City Budget.  Councilman Bernard Parks presented a detailed analysis of the current state of the budget at a special meeting of the Congress of Neighborhood Councils.  The Congress will next convene on 10/10/09 at 9:30 am for Budget Day.

TNC appointments.   Two new members appointed: Ken Zietz and Joyce Greene.
Neighborhood Council Government Action Committee meeting is scheduled on 10/03/09 at LACC from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm.
BUILDING & SAFETY – Steve Webber

4731 Conchita Way.  On-going neighborhood concern re stability of hillside due to construction.
19302 Santa Rita Ave.  Application for building permit for carport on Santa Rita frontage of this corner property has been filed but work has proceeded prior to issuance of permit.  Plot plan submitted appears to provide inaccurate yard and setback information.  Building and Safety issues stop order pending confirmation of yard dimensions and information on the prevailing front setback of homes on the block frontage.  Application for a slight modification or yard variance may be required.  
HILLSIDE FEDERATION – No report submitted for this period.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – David Garfinkle
City Attorney Update:  Carmen Trutanich has indicated he will move aggressively on a number of fronts, including signage, marijuana sales, code enforcement, and possible malfeasance by City officials and employees.  Jane Usher has joined his staff in a senior capacity and complements the office with her legal and civic experience.  Trutanich held a get-acquainted meeting with over 400 people in the City Hall Rotunda on 9/16/09.  Trutanich and Usher plan frequent meetings with the community.
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Sign Ordinance:  The City passed an ordinance in August banning all new offsite signage.  In essence, the sign ordinance passed in 2002 prevails.  A number of court cases are pending which temporarily limit the ability of the City to enforce the ordinance, particularly with respect to the agreement which gives the three largest billboard companies the right to convert billboards to digital.  The City Attorney’s office is hopeful for a speedy, positive resolution and plans for vigorous prosecution of violators.

Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.  The Baseline Mansionization Ordinance, passed in June ‘08, regulates the size of homes in the flatlands.  A second phase, to more rationally define the existing hillside/flatland boundary, has passed the City Planning Commission and the PLUM Committee and is scheduled for a City Council hearing on September 23.  The Planning Department is currently working on the third phase – the Mansionization Ordinance for the redefined hillside area.  They hope to have a draft before the end of the year.

Installation of Officers.  The Board unanimously re-elected the current slate of officers:

President, Dave Garfinkle; First Vice President, Len Shaffer; Second Vice President, Cheryl Crane; Treasurer, Nancy Theroux, and Secretary, Liz Tigar.

Councilman Zine will install the new slate of officers, date to be determined.

Motion was made and passed unanimously to invite Sandy Mittleman and Laura McNamara to become Board members.
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.

