TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

October 12, 2009
DRAFT MINUTES
Note:  Minutes are provisional until approved at the next regular meeting.

Meeting was called to order by President Dave Garfinkle at 7:39 pm at the Tarzana Community Center, 19130 Ventura Boulevard, Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Max Flehinger, Michael Povar, Terry Saucier, Leonard Shaffer, Elizabeth Tigar, Steve Webber, Sandy Mittleman, Laura McNamara, Lisa Cerda

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle

459 family memberships.   An updated roster of members has been mailed to all Board members.
MINUTES:   Minutes of the September 14 meeting were approved as submitted.
TREASURER’S REPORT – To be provided
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger

No parking demarcations:   The Tarzana Neighborhood Council (TNC) has requested a “no parking” red curb on the south side of Rosita west of Ellenita for a reasonable distance to allow drivers a view of east bound traffic on Rosita when turning out of north bound Ellenita.
 Radar speed-reader signs:   The TNC has approved appropriation of one-half of the cost of a speed-reader sign to be used in Tarzana.  Councilman Zine will commit Council funds to pay the other half, with the total cost of the sign, solar charger, and hardware not to exceed $5,800.

Neighborhood Council relationship with LADOT (Los Angeles Department of Transportation)  A committee representing all Neighborhood Councils is in the process of creating an MOU (Memo of Understanding) with the LADOT which will spell out the relationship between the NCs and the DOT.
Pedestrian crossing hazard:   The TNC is attempting to find a way to protect pedestrians who cross Clark Street between the Gelson’s and Vons’ shopping centers.  The presence of many driveways in the area creates a serious hazard for the pedestrians, most of whom do not walk to the corner at Reseda to cross the street.

Advertising signs:   Advertising signs on previously unhitched trailers are now being attached to automobiles or trucks, a move which gets them around the unhitched trailer parking ordinance.  If you see such a sign attached to a trailer, hitched or unhitched, please call parking enforcement (call 311) to report it.  Be sure to include the block number in the report.  Also, please report trucks parked more than 30 minutes in a residential area.
Drive around with Octaviano Rios, The TNC had a drive around Tarzana with Octaviano Rios, Councilman Zine’s deputy for Tarzana,  to inspect the various traffic “situations” in Tarzana:


Overnight parking under freeway overpasses

Possible left turn signal from west bound Ventura to south bound Shirley


Speeding on Reseda/Mecca
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TNC Transportation Committee meets the third Monday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd.  Next meeting is on October 19.
BUILDING & SAFETY – Steve Webber

4713 Conchita:   Steve visited this site because of a complaint about the retaining wall being built.  The contractor was at the job site and verified that the work is permitted.  They are taking the proper action to get the hillslope resolved.
19302 Santa Rita Street (Mustard House)   The Senior Building Inspector has issued a stop work order to halt work in progress on the driveway because it is not in compliance.  It will also be necessary to inspect the interior of the accessory dwelling structure on the lot to determine if there is a kitchen in the house.

PLANNING & ZONING – Len Shaffer

Temple Judea:    The project was approved by the South Valley Area Planning Commission,  including some changes in the parking plans.  A reduction of approximately 100 parking spaces was allowed from the normal zoning requirements based upon historical usage.  They have 237 spaces.  The only time use will exceed that number is during the High Holidays.
18731-18743 Topham Ave.   (Three properties are involved between Wilbur & Yolanda)   Variance for the three properties was approved with conditions for a period of five years.  The owners of the three properties have agreed to clean everything up.  Landscaping has been put in.  The owners have also agreed to clean up the street in front of and beyond the location.  85% of the employees of the landscaping business will park on site.

Cellular Antennas on Utility Poles:   These antennas are sprouting up throughout the city under a Joint Pole Authority.  Kathy Delle Donne of the TNC has asked Public Works to look into whether permits and neighbor notification are required.

Tarzana Crossing:   Tarzana Crossing is a design concept for a transit oriented development along the Orange Line at Oxnard and Reseda conceived by a subcommittee of the TNC Land Use Committee.  They have been working with groups at CSUN and UCLA to develop concepts for the area to share with the Planning Department.  SCAG, the  Southern California Association of Governments, has awarded a grant to the City to study the advancement of the Tarzana Crossing concept.
Babes & Beer:   A hearing was held on reactivation of the Conditional Use Permit for on-site consumption of alcoholic beverages at the Babes and Beer bar on Oxnard Street east of Reseda Blvd.  A decision is expected shortly upholding Building & Safety’s decision to shut down the establishment.  If that decision is upheld, Babes and Beer has the right to appeal to the Area Planning Commission.  If denied there, they could then go to court.  The establishment is now open four days each week.  
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TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – Len Shaffer  
Two new representatives have been appointed:  Joyce Greene and Joel Jaffe.  They will represent TNC under TNC’s MOU (Memo of Understanding) with the Dept. of Water and Power

Events:    On October 3rd Neighborhood Councils joined together in a meeting at Los Angeles City College to review a variety of topics.  More than 100 attended. On October 10th, more than 400 people attended a meeting of the Congress of Neighborhood Councils.  The Congress included a review of the budget conducted by Mayor Villaraigosa and a series of breakout sessions on topics of interest to the public. Max Flehinger noted that the Mayor will be soliciting input for his 2010 budget and urged everyone to participate in the on-line survey.

HILLSIDE FEDERATION – Liz Tigar
No meeting was held in October and information is not yet available about the schedule planned for the balance of the year.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – David Garfinkle
City Attorney Update:   There could not be a greater difference between this administration and the last.  The hallmark of the current City Attorney’s office is openness and advocacy for City residents ----- all views accepted on their merits.  Two citizens’ committees have been formed to interface with the City Attorney’s office:    1)  Billboard and Signage and  2)  City Attorney Citizens Advisory Committee, Marcia Selz, Chairperson.  There is good representation from all areas of the city and a reflection of the City Attorney’s desire to have citywide communication.
Sign Ordinance:   Two court rulings were issued last week.   1)  The City’s agreements with three sign companies permitting conversion of up to 830 billboards to digital format are null and void;   2) Coalition to Ban Billboard Blight and a Westwood area homeowners group sued claiming that digital billboards were in a conflict of interest situation with their specific plan which did not allow digital billboards.  The court ruled that Specific Plans take precedence.
The City Council passed an ordinance banning all new offsite signs.  A new sign ordinance is in the process.
Mansionization:    There are three phases to the mansionisation ordinance activity. 1)  Everything in the flat lands north of Ventura and south of Sunset is under the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance passed in June of last year. Maximum permissible house size is defined by the zone and size of the lot; 2)  The Planning Department has redefined the boundary of flat land south of Ventura and north of Sunset  based on topographical maps.  The ordinance to include the newly defined flatland under the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance has passed the City Council and is at the City Attorney’s office for official wording ;   3)  The Planning Department is working on the actual Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.  It must be completed by June 2010.  If not, a “sunset clause” eliminates the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance.

Installation of the TPOA Board Dinner:    The October 25th date is confirmed, from 5pm-8pm at the TCCC.  Councilman Dennis P. Zine will formally install the board.   
Annual Town Hall:   Suggestion:  a meeting focused on new city functionaries --Greuel, Koretz, Trutanich, etc.  Other suggestions are welcome.  We have plenty of time to decide on a topic.
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Medical Marijuana:  The marijuana issue is high on the City agenda and an ordinance is in the works.  The City Attorney’s office has asked us to write to the Public Safety Committee and demand action.

MOTION:    (MaxFlehinger/Laura McNamara)  Resolved that the Tarzana Property Owners Association supports the marijuana ordinance proposed by the City Attorney as modified by the PLUM.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Miscellaneous:     Newsletter:  work is in progress, send contributions promptly.  



       Website:      volunteers need to help update the website.


       Telephone:    The TPOA telephone answering service is out of commission.  Decision needs to be made as to type of service best suited to the organization.
OUTREACH– Sandy Mittleman and Laura McNamara
Sandy and Laura have volunteered to co-chair the Outreach Committee.  Sandy announced that the Neighborhood Watch Group in her area is reactivating.  To find out about other Neighborhood Watch groups in Tarzana, call Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins at 818-731-2573.  He hosts a monthly Neighborhood Watch meeting open to all Tarzana residents.
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Tigar, Secretary  
