TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

November 9, 2009
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Sandy Mittleman, Laura McNamara, Terry Saucier, Steve Webber, Max Flehinger, Michael Povar, Leonard Shaffer, Nancy Theroux 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Cheryl Crane
OCTOBER BOARD MEETING MINUTES: The Minutes of the October meeting were approved with no corrections

TREASURER’S REPORT—Nancy Theroux
As of 10-31-09 Checking has $2,751.85, Savings has $2,379.83, and the CD $7,156.36

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle
459 family memberships 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 NEWS—David Garfinkle for Field Deputy Octaviano Rios

Wind Damage.  Public Works responded to 130 emergency requests caused by the recent severe winds.  They are working on highest priority first.  Report any remaining problems to (800) 996-2489 or simply call 311.


West Valley Police Station Open House.  On Saturday, November 14 from 10am-3pm.  There will be special units, food, and more. 

Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.  The City Council is considering a control ordinance. The latest draft of the proposed ordinance can be found by going to http://lacity.org. Pull down the Ordinance Search menu and type in medical marijuana or Ordinance #180871.  The Council File number is 09-1884.  LAPD is currently focusing on enforcement efforts against dispensaries having the worst impact on the neighborhood.  (See President’s comments below).


Babes and Beer.  The Zoning Administrator upheld the Building and Safety determination that their former Conditional Use Permit for the sale of alcoholic beverages had expired.  To continue in operation Babes and Beer must initiate a new application for a Conditional Use Permit to serve alcohol. Babes and Beer can appeal the decision to the South Valley Area Planning Commission and eventually to the courts.  During the appeal process, which could take up to one year, the sale of alcohol can continue. Jonathan Brand will attend all potential hearings; Councilman Zine is keeping a close eye on this location.  (See Planning and Land Use remarks below.) 
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger

Unhitched advertising trailers:   Many unhitched trailers have been removed from Tarzana streets, but they are now reappearing under the 101 overpass at Tampa attached to vehicles, making them legal for the period that the car/truck can lawfully park at that site.  If the trailer is not moved when the legal parking time limit has expired, parking enforcement can be called to cite the trailer.  An unhitched trailer on the west side of Tampa, just south of Victory, has been cited and towed numerous times but the owner is playing the system by asking for a hearing at which the citing office, usually Senior Lead Officer Scoggins, must appear. Reseda NC is working with us on this issue. When you see these trailers in an area where they are prohibited, continue to call Senior Lead Officer Daryl Scoggins’ cell phone - (818) 731-2573  -   or L.A. City Parking Enforcement – (818) 752-5100 -- and he/they will have them cited or towed.


Neighborhood Council/LADOT MOU meetings.  No meetings  have been held recently.  The next meeting will be in December.


Purchase of speed reader sign, jointly by the TNC and Councilman Zine.  As requested by the Councilman, the TNC has submitted the names of more than three vendors.

L.A. City Bicycle Plan.  A new draft bicycle plan was proposed by the City in September.  The City solicits comments by the public, but only until November 6th.  The TNC supported a request by the Bicycle Advisory Committee and others to extend the comment period until January 8th 2010.  Copies of the plan are available at www.lacity.org.

Request for red curb on south side of Rosita immediately west of Ellenita:  The LADOT has not yet responded to the request.
             Speeding on Reseda Blvd./Mecca.  Senior Lead Officer Scoggins reports ongoing speeding between Ventura and the top of the hill to the south.  Citations have been issued and will continue to be issued.  This will probably be the first location for the radar speed sign, which will be moved periodically.
BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT – Steve Webber
19302 Santa Rita (the Mustard House).   All work on the driveway has been suspended pending an application and decision on the setback of the proposed carport.  In addition, Building and Safety has indicated to the owner that they require access to the accessory living quarter to check if it is in compliance with the zoning code’s “no second kitchen” rule for guest homes.
PLANNING AND LAND USE – Len Schaffer



Babes and Beer.  As noted above, Babes and Beer’s new owners must pursue a new conditional use permit for the sale of alcoholic beverages.  They have the right to appeal the Zoning Administrator’s ruling on the case to the South Valley Area Planning Commission, if the ZA denies their appeal.  Ultimately, they can appeal to the courts if their other appeals are unsuccessful.

19101 Sarita Place.  An existing deck was not permitted when built.  It is not a permitted use, as no decks may be detached more than 6 feet from the dwelling.  The owners are seeking a variance.
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL – Len Schaffer

LADWP. The TNC has voted to support the establishment of a rate payer advocate or Inspector General for the DWP.  The office would oversee the functioning of the Department and make information more readily accessible to the public.

Marijuana Dispensaries Ordinance –The TNC considered a motion to support the current version of the proposed ordinance but voted against doing so.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:


Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.  The City Council unanimously passed an amendment to the Hillside Ordinance which revised the hillside/flatlands boundary.  The revision defined the boundary of “hillside” topographically, rather than the arbitrary boundary of Ventura Blvd.  The properties redesignated as flatland will be subject to the provisions of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance.  While adopted by City Council, the ordinance must be formalized by city attorney’s office before it can take effect.  Dave will contact Jane Usher in the City Attorney’s Office to determine the timeline.   One of the provisions of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance, added at the request of Councilman Cardenas, was that the Baseline Ordinance “sunset” in two years if no Hillside Ordinance is adopted.  As the Hillside Ordinance is still in the early stages of the definition and adoption process, there is concern that it will not be adopted by the June, 2010 sunset deadline. However, the Baseline Ordinance may be extended by the City Council by resolution.  Dave will bring our concerns to the attention of Jonathan Brand, Councilman Zine’s Chief Planning Deputy and Brian Perry, his Chief Legislative Deputy. 

Sign Ordinance.  Los Angeles has a sign ordinance passed in 2002.  Many of the provisions of the ordinance have been challenged in the court system by the billboard companies.   There were recently 27 suits working their way through the courts; three of them have recently been decided in the City’s favor.  In addition, the City recently passed an ordinance permanently banning new offsite signs.  Most important was the decision to invalidate the agreement between three of the companies and the City to allow over 800 billboards to be converted to digital.  The details are still being contested, but hopefully we will see the end of the proliferation of billboards and the elimination of all supergraphics signs and digital billboards.  
Marijuana Dispensaries Ordinance.  As noted above, the City Council is working with the City Attorney’s Office to control the proliferation of illegal marijuana dispensaries.  There are now approximately 1100 dispensaries in the City.  Approximately 180 of the dispensaries were permitted before a moratorium was passed by the City Council in 2007.   The rest have sprung up since the moratorium expired.  The proposed ordinance has gone through four revisions and will soon be again considered by the City Council.  Editor’s note: A fifth revision will be heard by a joint meeting of the PLUM and Public Safety Committees on November 16th and then by the full City Council on November 18th. 
Changes to the TPOA Board.  Kathy Delle Donne, Liz Tigar and Irma Dobbyn, all longtime Board members, have resigned.  Liz is in poor health, Irma has moved to the Seattle area, and Kathy felt she needed to concentrate on her other civic activist duties.  TPOA will sorely miss all three.  Laura McNamara and Sandy Mittleman have been elected as new Board members.  Laura McNamara was elected to the position of Secretary.  We will purchase a recording device to help with the capture of the Minutes. 
Fall Newsletter. The newsletter is currently in preparation and is expected to go to press approximately November 23.  Topics will include the resignation of three Board members and updates on the Marijuana Dispensary, Mansionization, and signage ordinance activities. Terry Saucier agreed to write an article on how to avoid attracting coyotes.  

2010 Town Hall Forum.  A tentative decision was made that the 2010 Town Hall Forum topic will be to introduce new city representatives to Tarzana residents.

Distribution of Board Meeting Minutes.  The Board voted to distribute our minutes, when approved, to the TPOA membership by e-mail.

OPEN AGENDA:

Adult Shops. Michael Povar noted that the shop “69” is expanding and asked about the legality.  Len Shaffer responded as long as ‘adult’ items do not occupy more than 50% of the store’s space, it is legal; lingerie is not included in ‘adult’ inventory.  Len suggested picketing or taking pictures of patrons as they enter or leave to discourage patrons.  
Police Open House. The West Valley Police Dept. is having an open house November 14th from 10 am-3:30 pm.
Neighborhood Watch.  Sandy Mittleman reported on her neighborhood watch meeting. Burglaries are substantially reduced in Tarzana since the arrest of the “bicycle bandit”.

Board Installation.  The Board Installation was held on October 25th at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center.  Councilman Zine installed the new Board and distributed commendations from the City to the retiring members. 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:23pm.
