TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 9, 2009

Note: Minutes are provisional until approved at the next regular meeting.

Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:39 PM at the Tarzana Community Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Kathy Delle Donne, Irma Dobbyn, Max Flehinger, Michael Povar, Terry and Stanton Saucier, Leonard Shaffer, Elizabeth Tigar, Steve Webber
MEMBERS ABSENT: Lisa Cerda, Cheryl Crane, Teri Pall, Nancy Theroux

 FEBRUARY MINUTES:  Approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT – No new report
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle
Total family memberships: 498.
COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 NEWS – Field Deputy Octaviano Rios

Unhitched trailer signs.  DOT approves signs on Crebs between Ventura to Redwing.  Second police officer assigned to enforcement, to provide 7-day enforcement.  Increase in penalty fees is under consideration.

Babes ‘n Beer (former site of Frisky Kitty).  Closure has been appealed, delaying/forestalling actual closure.  Len Shafer stated he is not aware of a statutory ordinance addressing the right to continue operation during appeal period, but practice is observed. 

Medical marijuana dispensaries.  Many hardship exemptions filed.  No decisions yet rendered.  No new dispensaries are allowed.

Relay for Life Event:  On June 6-7, 2009 a 24-hour walkathon will be held at the Pierce College Stadium to increase awareness of need for raising funds for the American Cancer Society’s service programs and research.  


Child Seat Safety:   Councilman Zine’s office, in conjunction with the LAPD Valley Traffic Division and the West Valley CHP will conduct a “Child Seat Safety” inspection event on Saturday March 21st from 9 am – 2 pm, by appointment only.  Event will be held in the parking lot behind the Council Office.  Call Jessica Forkish at (818) 756-8848 for appointment.


The ZINE LINE:  Copies of this quarterly publication were distributed.  The public is welcome to pick up a copy from the desk at the Councilman’s office on Vanowen Street.


Projects for the coming fiscal year:


   1)  Secure the designation of TCCC as a disaster preparedness center.


   2)  Obtain designation of the “Snoopy Bridge” (across Wilbur Ave. leading to Tarzana Elementary School) as an historic place.


   3)  Secure infrastructure change to provide watering capability in the median on east side of Wilbur Avenue from the freeway to Martha Street.


   4)  Mecca/Reseda triangle:  Under consideration is the use of Quimby funds to improve the area.


   5)  Development of a “green space” in the Topham/Yolanda area.  Board member Lisa Cerda is working on this project.
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TRANSPORTATION  COMMITTEE REPORT – Max Flehinger

Corbin Curve:  Irma Dobbyn, Dave Garfinkle and Max Flehinger met on-site with 2 representatives from Engineering to discuss this dangerous situation.  They took pictures and promised to submit it to the list of remediation projects.  Given the current budget situation, they did not hold out much hope for immediate action.

Phase 1, Village Walk:  Tenants in Village Walk have requested a loading zone on Ventura Blvd. on the first space east of Yolanda on the south side of the street.  There did not seem to be much support for the proposal from the board. 

DOT/Neighborhood Councils:  Transportation Committee has been informed that DOT intends to include the Neighborhood Councils in some of their future decisions, such as the speed limit increase on Tampa from 35-40 MPH, between Parthenia and Ventura, for which the TNC has given approval.


Parking space for truck loading:  A stakeholder has requested that at least one metered parking spot on the south side of Ventura Blvd., immediately east of Yolanda, be used as a truck loading zone.  The TNC Transportation Committee will look into the need for this.

Jaywalking:  Pedestrians who cross Clark Street between Gelson’s and Longs/Vons shopping centers are endangering themselves and the drivers around them.  The TNC Transportation Committee has written to DOT asking if they can come up with a workable solution to the problem.


Unhitched Trailers:  The TNC Transportation Committee has written DOT to request additional “no parking for unhitched trailers” signs on Philiprimm between Wilbur and Yolanda; on Crebs, between Ventura and Santa Rita; and on Oxnard, between Reseda and Yolanda.


Left Turn Arrow:  A stakeholder suggested a left turn arrow be added on n/b Tampa at the w/b 101 Freeway entrance.

Visibility Improvement:  Visibility at Yolanda/Ventura, which was restricted because of the construction site fence, has been improved.  The opaque fence has been moved back to increase visibility at the corner.  The developer has been very cooperative.

PLANNING AND LAND USE – Kathy Delle Donne

19300 Ventura:   The developer returned to the Land Use Committee with the desired information and the project was approved.  Contact will be made with City Planning to expedite. 

18200 Ventura:   Medical office building on 2 lots.  Many variances are proposed including above ground parking with 14 spaces.  A 20 foot set back is required, and the  coverage on the lot would be 90%.  The neighbors do not approve.

19413 Olivos........ ????

Design Review Board:   Meeting time has been changed to Thursday afternoon to accommodate city department representatives who are not available to attend evening meetings.  

Metro Universal project discussed.  This is a huge project and will be a long time in the planning.  The DEIR is available on line at  cityplanning.lacity.org
BUILDING AND SAFETY – Steve Webber
            5499 Amigo.  Car repair activity cleaned up after citation.

5416 Veloz.  Over-in-height fence heights have been reported.

18714 Redwing.  Tree height reported.


19302 Santa Rita (the Mustard House).  The owner did not attend the March 4th City Attorney hearing on the illegal curb.  It has been rescheduled for an April hearing.
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TNC REPORT – Len Shaffer

Speed read-out signs:  Discussion of placing stationary or mobile signs on Reseda south of Ventura in an effort to control speeding.  Councilman Zine will pay 50% of the cost. The stationary signs would cost approximately $6000.

Medical marijuana dispensaries.   No change at present in their operation as an appeal is pending.  However, no new dispensaries are approved.

City election.  Election date:  May 19, 2009.

Unhitched trailer signs.  Tarzana’s effort has been fairly successful in restricting these obnoxious signs.  Other Neighborhood Councils are asking for information on TNC’s experience, the first community to adopt regulations prohibiting their use.

Foreclosure Action Network.  A Neighborhood Council program.  Holds classes.  Read www.citywatchla.org.

CityWatch newsletter.  Weekly newsletter is a good source of information: www.citywatchla.org.

City budget:   Shortfall may be high as $1 million.  Mayor has 93 permanent staff members, some/many of whom are paid $100,000 or more per year.


19555 Oxnard.  A ‘Swinger’s Club” is operating at this house.  They charge admission to their “events” by couples and single women.   Details are given in www.valleyflirts.org.  Although illegal, no enforcement action has been taken against them.

No on Measure B campaign.  Neighborhood Councils and SLAP organized effective campaign against this issue.


Providence Hospital.  A Community meet-and-greet is scheduled for April 7, 2009,
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, to introduce the hospital to the community.  Information will be sent out by both TNC and TPOA. 

City Attorney Candidate.  Candidate Carmen Trutanich has appointed Jane Usher, former president of the City Planning Commission, to his volunteer campaign staff.
HILLSIDE FEDERATION – Liz Tigar
Election of Officers is scheduled for April 1, 2009.  Nominations thus far are President, Joan Luchs; Vice President, Charley Mims;  Treasurer, Dan Palmer;  Executive Secretary, Laura Gutierrez; Recording Secretary, Ann Walnum.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
 - David Garfinkle

Annual Town Hall.   The Annual Meeting and Town Hall Forum will be held on Tuesday, April 21st, at the El Caballero Country Club,18300 Tarzana Dr., Tarzana. Billboards and Other Signage will be the topic of our panel discussion. Panelists include:

· Councilman Bill Rosendahl will be the moderator and has arranged for broadcast on Channel 35.  

· Councilman Dennis P. Zine

· Dennis Hathaway, President, Coalition to Ban Billboard Blight and a leading signage activist

· Alan Bell, the LA City Planning Department Senior Planner responsible for the new sign ordinance 

· Jane Usher, recent President of the LA City Planning Commission 

· A representative of the sign industry has also been invited.
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Sign ordinance. The Planning Department has drafted a new sign ordinance which is currently under review by the City Planning Commission. Major provisions include:
· Separate rules for on-site and off-site signs 

· Significant reductions in the allowable sizes of signs 

· Significant penalties for violations (up to $1 million per month in the most extreme case) 

· No new off-site signs except possibly for sign districts 

· No digital billboards or supergraphics (again except maybe in special sign districts)

A follow-up City Planning Commission meeting will be held on March 18. The major issue is the rules for establishing sign districts.  US District Court Judge Audrey Collins has ruled that there must be definite, unique characteristics for establishing such a district.

Hillside Mansionization Ordinance.   Planning Department activity is currently in early data gathering stage. They hope to have a draft by this summer.  They recently concluded a series of public information sessions and plan hearings before the City Planning Commission, PLUM, and City Council through the early part of next year.  The Ordinance must be adopted by April 2009 or the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance gets sunsetted. Current thinking is that the flat areas of the hillside will be governed by the Baseline Ordinance.  The boundaries have already been defined and the amendment is ready to go to the City Planning Commission. The Hillside Mansionization Ordinance will follow.  Planning Department current thinking is that the new ordinance will supplant the current Hillside Ordinance and contain limits to allowed grading, landscaping requirements and limits to intrusion into ridgelines.  The maximum house size will be based on the Baseline Ordinance limits per zone with decrements for each  incremental slope above 15%.

Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic (FAST LA).  FAST is a newly formed consortium of business and academic groups formed to try and implement the traffic improvement suggestions we heard about at last year’s  Town Hall Forum.  Hillary Norton, Fast Executive Director has been invited to give a presentation to the Board at our April 13 meeting.
OPEN AGENDA - No additional topics were discussed.
Adjournment at 9:50 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Tigar, Recording Secretary
