TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

February 9, 2009


NOTE:  These minutes are provisional until approved at the next regular meeting.

Meeting was called to order by Vice President Len Shaffer at 7:35 PM at the Tarzana Community Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cheryl Crane, Kathy Delle Donne, Irma Dobbyn, Evelyn Garfinkle, Michael Povar, Len Shaffer, Terry/Stanton Saucier, Nancy Theroux, Liz Tigar, Steve Webber

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, David Garfinkle, Max Flehinger, Teri Pall

APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES:  Approved, adding to Transportation Report an explanation of “speed limits” and “maximum speed”.
COUNCIL DISTRICT #3 NEWS – Field Deputy Octaviano Rios

Babes & Beer (formerly Frisky Kitty):   Tragic incident of woman doused with flammable liquid and set on fire as she exited the establishment.  Business is now closed.

Coyotes:  Following a coyote attack on a small dog, a community meeting with State Fish & Game and City Animal Services representatives was held last week at El Cab.  Message was to live in harmony, make property unattractive, don’t leave food out, fix fences.  

P.O.S.S.E. Program:  A quarterly training session will be held at the Council office, 19040 Vanowen Street, Reseda on February 18, 2009 from 6 PM to 8 PM.  “People Organizing Safe, Secure Environments” is a volunteer group trained to address graffiti, dumping in alleys, illegal signs and other quality of life issues.

Foreclosure Eviction Moratorium:  City adopted a one-year moratorium in December prohibiting eviction of tenants from foreclosed residential rental properties.  Tenants to make rent payments to bank.
            Handyworker and Home Secure Programs:  Administered by the City Housing Department, Handyworker Program provides free minor home repairs to: low-income senior or disabled resident homeowners, homeowners with disabled relatives residing with them, and emergency health and safety repairs for other homeowners whose income does not exceed the established limits.  Home Secure Program provides free installation of home security and safety devices to low-income seniors.  Information on the programs is available from the City Housing Department and from Councilman Dennis P. Zine’s office.
 

Hillside Development:   A series of meetings is being held in February to discuss the extension of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance and other proposed code amendments affecting single-family development in the City’s hillside areas.  The South Valley meeting will be held on Monday, February 24, 2009 at the Marvin Braude Building in Van Nuys from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
            Zine Tour of Tarzana:   Organized by Kathy Delle Donne to help Councilman Dennis P. Zine identify projects to be addressed this year, using special Council District funds.  Eight projects selected, including: establishing Tarzana Community Center as headquarters for Disaster Relief Training; initiating historic site designation for the “Snoopy Bridge” (spans Wilbur Avenue west to Tarzana Elementary School); improving landscape in the medians located on Wilbur north of Ventura; adding street furniture, bus benches, kiosks, etc. on Ventura; and continuing with the Tarzana Crossing project concept.  The projects have the goal of completion in a year.  
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           Corbin Avenue  (east side of Corbin between Wells and Conchita).  Erosion from hill on private property continues to accumulate in the public right-of-way, a long-standing dangerous condition.  No response from Engineering.   

TREASURER’S REPORT – Nancy Theroux


Status as of January 31, 2009:      Checking:  $2030.91;       Savings:  $2378.94;    

CD:  $7097.87.  Assuming the Town Hall expense remains the same, it appears we will break even or, perhaps, a little in the red. 


Hillside Federation dues are now payable.  It was moved and seconded (Dobbyn, Tigar) that payment be approved.  Motion carried.


PALS invoice for $65 received.  It was moved and seconded (Dobbyn/Tigar) that payment be approved.  Motion carried.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle


498 family memberships.  It was noted that the fiscal year ends March 15, 2009.
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – No report issued for this period.
            Discussion of ideas on controlling on-street parking of unhitched advertising trailers.  Two trailers parked for weeks on Philiprimm between Wilbur and Yolanda noted.  Len suggests posting of no-parking-of-unhitched-trailers signs, towing, and assessing impound fees on second violation.  

PLANNING & LAND USE – Kathy Delle Donne


19259 Casa Place:   Over-in-height fence on property cited.  Variance application filed. 

            19300 Ventura (former bank location): Future site of commodity trading office, now located in Encino.  Planned is a 2900 square feet addition on the ground floor, with redesign of street façades to include 50% window transparency to meet corner commercial regulations.  Two applications filed: the first for project permit compliance to enable construction to begin as soon as possible and the second - a conditional use application – to permit a 24-hour operation of the global trading office, otherwise limited to operating hours from 7 AM – 11 PM.  The project is returning to the TNC Land Use Committee on February 16.
  
4754 Vanalden:   Home, built in 1963, was designed by architect Gregory Ain.  The owner is applying for “historic site” status, the first such application in Tarzana.
            Ventura-Cahuenga Blvd. Corridor Specific Plan:  Kathy has been appointed president of the Plan Review Board and committees are being formed.  Meeting date is changed to the first Thursday of the month, 1 PM to 3 PM.  The next meeting is March 5.  Good communication established with LADOT.  Several million dollars in a specific plan fund has accumulated for traffic improvement projects.  
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BUILDING & SAFETY – Steve Webber


Walgreens:    Samples of the “dimpled” surface of the entry ramp at the rear of Walgreens was circulated.   Steve learned from the Walgreens manager that the ramps/surfaces are a new ADA requirement, intended to aid people with visual impairment.  Reports from people using wheelchairs indicate ramp/surface makes access more difficult.

Faulty Parking Meters:   Faulty meters abound all over the city.  Tests of several meters verified this.  Calls to 311 tell callers to request a refund.  Parking meter rates citywide have recently been doubled.

19302 Santa Rita St. (mustard house):  In a follow-up on the owner’s long-standing failure to restore the curb on Santa Rita, Steve determined that a hearing is scheduled in the City Attorney’s office on March 4.  

19348 Santa Rita St.:   This huge house was completed approximately two years ago but has not received a Certificate of Occupancy and is now up for sale.  Development is in violation of several regulations, including over-in-height walls and a fully paved front yard.  Such information must be disclosed to any prospective buyer.

5416 Veloz Avenue:  Over-in-height 12–15’ fence in the rear yard and 7-8’ fence in the front yard of the single-family residence reported.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REMARKS – Len Shaffer

            TPOA Website:   David Garfinkle asks for assistance in maintaining TPOA website – www.tarzanapropertyowners.org.  Michael Povar volunteered.

Annual Town Hall:   The event will be held Tuesday evening, April 21 at El Caballero Country Club.  Topic is billboards and signs.  Councilman Bill Rosendahl will be the moderator.  Panelists include Councilman Dennis P. Zine, Dennis Hathaway of the Coalition to Ban Billboard Blight, Jane Ellison Usher, former president of the City Planning Commission and Alan Bell, Senior City Planner, City Planning Department.

TPOA Telephone:  Discussion of changing from the present land line to Skypes.  Len described the system as a “virtual telephone.”  

Medical Marijuana.  City Planning’s proposal would essentially shut down now-legal dispensaries due to restrictive and expensive implementation regulations.  Proprietors would have to be qualified caregivers, attend to daily care, install a video system, etc.  Proposal to be scheduled in PLUM.

Sober Living Facilities:   A measure goes before the City Planning Commission on April 9 that would designate such facilities as Special Needs Housing.  Proposal is to require a business license for all such residences.  If there are seven or more residents, then the city can impose additional regulations.
TNC REPORT – Len Shaffer


TNC is working with DOT on an MOU (Memo of Understanding).  DOT General Manager Rita Robinson is to return in sixty days with a progress report.  

Proposition B:  DWP has scheduled a meeting on February 18 at Granada Hills High to present information. The Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils has scheduled a public meeting on the proposition and the candidates on Thursday evening, February 12, at the Sherman Oaks Hospital.
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HILLSIDE FEDERATION – Liz Tigar

            Nomination of officers is scheduled in April.  Nominations thus far are President, Joan Luchs; Vice President, Charley Mims;  Treasurer, Dan Palmer;  Executive Secretary, Laura Gutierrez; Recording Secretary, Ann Walnum.
OPEN AGENDA

Nancy Theroux called attention to the first instances of graffiti on Vanalden near Romero and near Greenbriar.

Nancy Theroux reported that Joan Luchs from the Hillside Federation approached her to represent Assessment District 2 on the COC (Citizens Oversight Committee).  Nancy told Joan she currently represents TPOA on the COC Board but she would bring it before the Board for consideration at the next TPOA Board Meeting.  It was the unanimous decision of those present that Nancy continue to represent TPOA on the COC, particularly in light of the departure of Dave Wilcox.  However, it was agreed that Nancy could represent both TPOA and the Hillside Federation, Assessment District 2 if the COC charter allows dual representation. 

            Evelyn reported Dave Wilcox reminded Councilman Zine in November that his replacement on SMMC COC needs to be appointed.   

Adjournment at 9:50 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Tigar, Recording Secretary
