TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

December 14, 2009
MINUTES
Meeting was called to order by President David Garfinkle at 7:30 PM at the Tarzana Community and Cultural Center, 19130 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cheryl Crane, Max Flehinger , David Garfinkle, Evelyn Garfinkle, Nancy Lerner, Laura McNamara, Sandy Mittleman, Terry Saucier, Len Shaffer, Nancy Theroux, Steve Webber.
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lisa Cerda, Michael Povar
NEW MEMBERS: Board voted unanimously to support Nancy Learner’s return to the TPOA Board after a leave of absence.
COUNCIL DISTICT 3 REPORT–Octaviano Rios, Field Representative 
Councilman Zine’s office will be observing the following furlough days due to budget cuts: December 31, 2009; February 16, 2010; March 15, 2010; April 2 and 30, 2010; and June 1, 2010.   The Encino-Tarzana Library will also be shortening its hours due to budget cuts.  As Friday mornings had the least amount of traffic, starting December 11th, the Library will open at 1:30 pm and close at 5:30 pm on Fridays.   He also discussed the vacant triangle parcel at Reseda and Mecca with representatives of Parks and Recreation which now owns the land. He requested they talk to/meet with residents and TPOA about for design plans.  Two marijuana dispensaries have been closed in Woodland Hills and Councilman Zine is working on the new proposed ordinance designed to restrict the numbers of dispensaries in Los Angeles.
TREASURERS REPORT– Nancy Theroux

 As of 11/30/2009, there is $2,633.38 in the checking account, $2,379.93 in the savings account, and $7,162.88 in the CD. 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT – Evelyn Garfinkle


Total family membership is 461, including two new members. 
TRANSPORTATION REPORT – Max Flehinger


Curb at Rosita and Ellenita: The request for a red curb on the south side of Rosita, immediately west of Ellenita, has been granted by LADOT. The curb has been painted, along with the curbs at two other corners of that intersection.


Speeding on Aura: The TNC Transportation Committee has been requested to ask the LADOT to take measures to control speeding on Aura, between Ventura Blvd and the dead-end, approximately one half mile to the south.  The committee has suggested that the DOT look into the signage denoting that the street does not go through to Wells Ave.


No parking hours at top of Greenbriar: A person who bikes in the area requested the TNC Transportation  Committee support a change in the no parking hours at the top (south end) of Greenbriar from the current 6 pm -6 am to 9 pm – 6 am.  Because the hours had been changed only two years ago, the committee decided there was no need for such a change and took no action.


Meeting with Ken Firoozmand, West Valley DOT Traffic Engineer:  Max Flehinger and Octaviano Rios, Councilman Zine’s Field Deputy, met with Ken Firoozmand, West Valley DOT Traffic Engineer, to discuss traffic/transportation issues in our area.  One of the issues covered was the purchase of the radar speed reader sign.  TPOA and TNC are coordinating with LADOT on this issue.  Firoozmand stated that the best way to eliminate the advertising trailers is through a change in the ordinance to prohibit parking of the trailers anywhere in the City.


Overnight parking of unhitched trailers: Councilman Zine sent a letter to the TNC stating he will speak to City Attorney Trutanich about an ordinance banning overnight parking of unhitched trailers.


Left turn signal at Ventura/Shirley: DOT will review the accident record at the Ventura/Shirley intersection to determine the need for a left turn signal from west bound Ventura to southbound Shirley which the TNC Transportation Committee has requested.

BUILDING AND SAFETY REPORT – Steve Webber
No new activity to report.
PLANNING AND LAND USE – Len Shaffer


4520 El Caballero Drive: The TNC Land Use Committee voted to support a request for a Zoning Administrator’s adjustment to allow the existing sport court with 20 foot high light poles and see-through mesh in the sideyard.

Cell phone antennas:  Approximately six cell phone towers have recently sprung up in Tarzana, one immediately adjacent to a homeowners driveway.  According to the Joint Pole Act, cell phone towers can be placed essentially anywhere in the public right-of-way with no notice or review by neighbors, Neighborhood Councils, homeowners associations, or City authorities.  Once an antenna has been emplaced, it must be supplied power by the DWP.  TNC and other Neighborhood Councils have asked the appropriate City agencies to investigate the recent proliferation of these towers and to work with the cell phone companies to better accommodate neighborhood interests. 
TARZANA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL– Len Shaffer

DWP Rate Payer’s Advocate: TNC voted to support a Rate Payer’s Advocate or Inspector General to the DWP.  This position would provide independent oversight of the DWP operations and provide information on DWP operations and budget to the City Council and ratepayers.  There is a similar arrangement with the Police Department.


Department Consolidation: Due to the budget crisis and the loss of personnel throughout City agencies, there may be a consolidation of existing City departments.

Senior Symposium: The Tarzana Neighborhood Council joined with the Reseda Neighborhood Council to sponsor two Senior Days next year at the ONEGeneration Center at18255 Victory Boulevard, Reseda.  Several similar symposiums have been extremely successful, providing seniors with information on government services.
.
Ventura Blvd. median: TNC voted to reconsider the proposed 190 foot long median just east of Corbin in light of the cost in today’s budget crisis, concerns about business access, and questions about median upkeep.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:


Mansionization: The amendment to the Hillside Ordinance which revised the hillside/flatlands boundary on the basis of topography was passed by the City Council some time ago. The ordinance must be formalized by city attorney’s office before it can take effect.  According to Jonathan Brand, Councilman Zine’s Chief Planning Deputy, the formal ordinance should be out of the City Attorneys office within two weeks.  
Posting of Handbills and Stickers: An ordinance establishing fines for posting handbills and other notices in the public right of way (notices posted on telephone poles, realtor sandwich boards on sidewalks, etc) was passed by the City Council and signed by the mayor.  Starting January 4, 2010, fines up to $100 for a first offense, increasing to $500 for a third offense, can be levied against the person or organization indicated on the notice.  Included are handbills advertising commercial services (recessed lighting, holiday lights), candidates for election, yard sales, etc.  
            Accessory Dwelling Units: The Planning Department has been holding public information sessions related to a potential ordinance defining the permissible limits in floor area, height, parking requirements, etc. for Accessory Dwelling Units (also known as Granny Flats).  The Board voted unanimously to support limits on the ADUs including prohibition of the sale of the ADU separate from the primary dwelling, limiting ADUs to lots with at least 150% of the minimum standard lot size for the specific zone, requiring one of the units to be owner occupied, limiting detached ADUs to not more than 1200 square feet, and limiting attached ADUs to no more than 30% of the size of the primary dwelling.  The total square footage of the primary dwelling and ADU is subject to the limitations of the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance (for the flatlands).  All other planning and zoning regulations must be observed.  Editor’s note: due to staffing limitations the Planning Department has placed all ADU related activity on an indefinite hold.

Group Living Quarters.  A number of group living quarters, including sober living homes and parolee halfway houses, have sprung up in Tarzana and Woodland Hills.  There appears to be a correlation between increased crime in the area and the group living facilities that have cropped up.  Limitations on the numbers of residents and the responsibilities of running a business in a residential area was discussed and the suggestion was made to contact Frank Bush, Code Enforcement Supervisor, to request clarification of the limits on group living facilities and enforcement of any violations.   
2010 Town Hall Forum.  The Board voted to pursue a panel of the new City representatives that directly affect Tarzana residents.  Tentative invitees would possibly include  the newly elected City Attorney and Councilmembers of District 2 and 5 which abut Tarzana, as well as the newly appointed Chief of Police.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 pm
